m! 


m 


fj^\^ 


Genealogy  and  Reminiscences 


WILLIAM  SMITH 


^AND    FAMILY,^ 


PREPARED  BY  MRS.  MARGARET  T.  SMITH. 


?ATES."-SCHII-L.ER, 


Syracuse,  Xew  York. 
1SS4. 


Allen  C''-:r'"  ^'■/Ak  Library 

900  W:   ;.-,•  ^.::at 

PC  Bex  2270 

Fort  Wayne,  IN  46801-2270 


The  desire  to  preserve  memorials  of  our  ancestors,  springs  from  tlie 
most  reverent  and  tender  feelings  of  our  natni-e.  In  these  pages  are 
records  ot'  lives,  whose  remembrance  is  perpetual  fragrance  and  blessing  ! 

Some  of  the  immediate  descendants  of  William  Smith  (.ould 
"  answerback"  history  and  tradition  of  preceding  generations,  tlicmnh 
few  remain  to  whom  their  living  presence  was  known. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  work,  it  has  been  the  aim  to  iMilltit  all 
available  material,  and  to  preserve  accuracy  of  statement  and  of  dates. 

In  the  publication  of  this  work,  it  is  a  source  of  deepest  gratifica- 
tion to  W.  H.  H.  Smith  that  family  portraits  are  preserved  therein. 
The  portrait  of  his  father  was  copied  from  a  daguerreotype  taken  of 
him  in  1849,  at  the  age  of  four-score  years. 

JI.    T.    S. 

Syracuse,  May  2.5th,  1884. 


GENEALOGY  AND  REMINISCENCES, 
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The  father  ..f  Rirhanl  Smith,  an. I  uTan.lfather  <if    William  Smith, 
^  the  esirliest  aneestor  nf  this  J.ouo-  Islaml  family  (if  Smith,  o 

there  is  positive  km 

an  early  day  at  Sueeess  \\nu\. 

Communicated  by  the  late  Silas  Smith,  Medina,  X.  Y. 

By  reference  to  a  hif^tory  of  Long  Island,  I  find  that  the  original 
township  of  Smithtown  contained  30,000  acres  of  land;  situated  near 
the  centre  of  the  Island  and  lying  on  the  Sound.  The  greater  part  of 
this  territory  was  given  by  A\"yandonch,  the  Sagamore  (or  chief)  of 
^lontauk,  and  Grand  Sachem  of  the  Island,  under  date  of  July  14, 
1659,  to  Lyon  Gardiner,  as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  his  agency  in 
redeeming  liis  daughter  from  captivity.  In  1663  Mr.  Gardiner  con- 
veyed the  territoi-y  to  Eichard  Smith,  who  had  come  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  was  then  living  in  Brookhaven,  (an  adjoining  township). 
Smith  (ilitained  a" patent  from  Gov.  Nichol  conditioned  that  ten  fami- 
lies shdiild  be  settled  thereon  within  three  years. 

The  naiDe,  Kiehard,  has  been  a  family  name,  represented  so  far  as 
1  .'ail  Icai'ii,  ill  all  its  hi-aiiehes.  There  is  a  st*rong  probability  that 
l\i<hai-d  Smith,  of  Smithtown,  was  the  ancestor  of  our  grandfather, 
Kiehard  Smith.  It  is  not,  however,  easy  to  trace  the  connection  at 
this  remote  period. 

Communicated  by  Charles  R.  Smith,  Esq..  East  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


The  wife  of  Richard  Smith's  thther  had  a  niece  hy  the  name  of 
Bartow,  wlio  was  the  mother  of  I'olly  Ilieks,  and  "  roily  "  owned 
"  Little  Neck,"  Long  Island. 

Richard  Smith  married  iliss  Treadwell,  at  Great  Xeck,  L.  I.,  for 
his  first  wife.  She  was  cousin  to  Billy  Treadwell,  and  lived  near 
Oyster  Bay,  near  Great  Neck,  in  Queens  county. 

Richard  Smith  married  for  his  second  wife,  !Mary  Brush,  whose 
father  lived  at  West  Hill,  Huntington,  Suffolk  cmuty.  Mary  r.rusli 
was  cousin  t.i  tlie  aforesaid  Polly  Hicks,  and  to  Ahiry  \Wn<h  Smith 
and  her  heirs  alone,  descended  the  Little  Xeck  proi.erty.  Tlnve  liun- 
dred  acres  was  the  property  claimed,  worth  8100,000. 

Communicated  by  Rev.  William  Smith,  Nov.  1849,  at  Bedford,  Ohio. 

Richard  Smith  had  two  l.rothers. 

John,  settled  at  I'lattslMirgh,  X.  Y.,  near  Lake  Champlain,  (or  in 
Vermont.     C.  R.  S. ) 

Aimer,  lived  at  Morristown,  New  Jersey. 

Richard  wa^  the  eldest  of  the  three  brothers.  He  left  Long  Island 
aliniiT  IT^n.  iriuu\  iiig  to  South  East,  in  Putnam  county,  and  in  1793, 
ti>  Lit.-hticld,  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  where  he  died  in  1827, 
aged  86  years.  His  son  "William  (my  father)  came  witli  liim.  He 
married  for  his  second  wife  Mary  Brush,  daughter  df  .Iiulge  liriish,  of 
Hampstead,  L.  I.  Her  brother,  Jeremiah,  owned  a  sloop  mi  the  East 
River.  Mary  Brush  Smith  was  the  rightful  heir  to  Little  Neck. 
About  1836,  Alderman  Van  Zandt,  of  New  York  city,  (father  of  the 
deposed  Kpi>.(iiial  .leru-yiiian )  lived  upon  Little  Neck,  having  pur- 
eli:i~e(l  tV.uii  the  de>i  rinhnir-  (if  the  family  of  Hicks.  Van  Zandt  and 
Tliiiiiia>  Davis  iiian-ieil  .-isters — Averys,  who  lived  at  Tarrytown. 
Thomas  Davis  was  a  clothing  merchant  at  Utica,  Sacketts  Harbor  and 
New  York  city.  Silas  Smith  was  in  his  employ,  in  all,  two  years,  in 
these  places,  and  there  learned  the  aliove  facts  relating  to  the  Little 


Is\x'k  property,  to  the  whole  of  whieh  liis  fatlierV  family  laid  elaiin. 
Aaron  Burr  had  papers  relating  to  Little  Xeek,  and  William  Smith 
and  his  son  Silas  went  to  Utica  or  to  Herkimer  to  meet  him  and  to 
see  about  recovering  this  property.  Go  to  Boston  through  the  Sound 
and  you  will  see  Little  Xeck. 

Communicated  by  Silas  Smith. 


From  Charles  R.  Smith.  l->.i..  is  received  the  copy  of  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  his  father.  Rev.  William  Smith,  t.)  Aaron  Burr. 

Litchfield,  Xovember,  1820. 

Dear  Sir  : 

You  will  not  lie  surprised  to  receive  a  communication 
from  an  unknown  signature,  when  j-ou  are  informed  that  I  am  a  con- 
nection of  Lieutenant  William  Mervine,  of  the  ship  Cyan,  who  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  spoken  to  you  respecting  an  estate,  lying  and 
being  on  Long  Island,  by  the  name  of  "  Little  Xeck,"  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  Mr.  Van  Zamlt,  and  that  you  wished  to  receive  all  the 
inf  irmation  respecting  it  which  was  in  our  power  to  give.  I  expected 
to  have  seen  you  at  Utica,  as  I  was  informed  by  a  son  of  mine,  who 
lived  in  that  place,  that  you  attended  the  Supreme  Court,  but  when  I 
came  there  you  had  left  the  place.  As  a  convenient  opportunity  now 
presents,  I  send  this  by  Mr.  Graves,  a  neighboring  merchant. 

According  to  the  best  information  that  I  am  in  possession  of,  the 
estate  above  mentioned  belonged  to  Col.  Hicks,  who  left  the  same  to 
his  only  son,  James  Hicks,  who  at  his  decease  left  the  same  to  his 
Iialf-sister  Mary,  or  Polly  Hicks,  the  wife  of  Stephen  Hicks,  whose 
lirothci-.  William  Hicks,  now  lives  near  the  place.  William,  I  under- 
stand, lia-  had  two  law-suits  in  order  to  obtain  the  place,  but  it  seems 
could  not  prove  title.  The  presumption  is  that  his  brother  was  never 
invested  with  title  longer  than  his  life.  I  am  informed  that  a  distant 
relative  of  said  James,  Ijy  the  name  of  Richard  Penn  Hicks,  (now  de- 
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From  A.  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  the  following  communication  has  been 
received  : 

Xew  Lisbon,  Ohio,  Dec.  8,  1883. 

In  leplying  to  your  request  made  to  me  some  weeks  ago  for  a  state- 
ment oi-  a(<ount  of  any  reminiscences  relating  to  the  history  of  our 
family.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  a  matter  of  so  great  interest,!  have 
but  little  to  contribute.  The  data  that  I  liad  gathered  many  years  ago 
having,  unfortunately,  been  destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  building 
in  which  the  manuscript  was  kept. 

The  pa] lers  referred  to  contained  t-onsidcrablc  data  relating  to  our 
grandmother,  Mary  Brush  Smith,  and  her  ancestors  and  relations  of 
her  time;  also  some  facts  and  records  relating  to  the  Little  Xeck 
]iroperty  on  Long  Island,  belonging  in  her  family,  but  estranged  liy 
some  circumstances  now  unknown;  yet  the  recovery  was  diligently 
sought  in  early  times,  until  the  papers  were  lost,  through  vicissitudes 
of  fortune,  into  Avhich  the  counsel.  Col.  Aaron  Burr,  retained  in  the 
case,  became  involved  at  the  period  when  the  matter  was  sought  to  Ijc 
vigorously  prosecuted. 

At  a  subsequent  period  when   I   made  some   examinations   of  the 


Ic  (liT.ls,  t\MV  hiul  been  a  deed  supplemented  of  whieli  we  had  i 
■e\'i<ius  aeeount. 
What  Imight  say  of  otir  family  froni  my  own  n^Millcctidn.  that  ' 

regard  to  the  history  of  the  family,  you  have  rdllerted  alivadv  fm 
lier  sources.  I  could  relate  characteristi<'s  of  ditieiviit  memhers 
e  family,  hut  this  I  think  is  not  within  the  sroi.e  of  vour  en(iuirit 


Acknowledgements  are  due  to  Mr.  Henry  G.   .Mervine,   Syracuse, 

N.  Y.,  for  copies  of  papers  in    his   ],ossession  relating  to   Little  Xeck, 

wl,i,-h  were  made  hy  A.  G.  Sndth,  Es(p      They  are; 

Will,  dated  June  19.  1782.  Thomas  Hicks,  of  Little  Neck  township,  of 
Flushing,  Long  Island,  to  Mary  Hicks,  to  Stephen  Hicks,  to  Richard 
Penn  Hicks.  Recorded  in  Sur.  office,  N.  Y.  City,  March  6,  1784. 
Book  No.  36,  Record  of  Wills,  Paae  235. 

Deed,  dated  April  23,  1795.  I"l"i  I'-arclav.  of  Phila.,  executor  of  will  of 
Jacob  Johnson  Hicks,  (>f  reiin..  toAVilliam  Rogers,  of  N.  Y.  Citv. 
Recorded  in  Clerk's  office  of  iu-c  ns  coinuy,  June"i4,  1813,  Liber  M. 
of  Deeds,  page  367.     Consukration,  /;3,:co." 

Deed,  dated  Aug.  10,  lygq,  A.  D.  William  Rogers,  merchant  of  N.  Y.  Citv, 
to  William  S.  Smith  conveys  all  that  farm  called  Little  Neck,  contain- 
ing 120  acres,  besides  marshes,  also  woodland  40  acres,  also  salt 
marshes  25  acres.  Consideration,  ^4,000  Acknowledgement  does 
not  state  that  either  witnesses  were  known  to  Hughes,  Master  in 
Chancery.  Recorded  Liber  M.  of  Deeds,  page  373,  in  Clerk's  OliFice 
of  Queens  Co.,  June  14,  1813,  A.  D. 

Deed,  dated  Jan.  11,  A.  D.,  1796.  William  S.  Smith,  of  N.  Y.,  gentleman, 
to  Thomas  Wickes.  Acknowledged  before  James  Hughes,  Master  in 
Chancery,  same  day.  Recorded  Jan.  15,  1S13,  in  Book  M.  of  Deeds, 
in  Clerk's  Office  of  Queens  Co.,  page  379.  Conveys  by  full  covenant 
warranty  1 20  acres  exclusive  of  marshes  ;  also  40  acres  woodland  ;  also 
25  acres  salt  meadows.     Consideration,  ;£^4,ooo. 

Deed,  dated  Feb.  27,  A.  D.,  1813.  Thomas  Wickes,  of  Flushing,  in  Queens 
Co.,  to  Wynant  Van  Zandt,  conveys  by  full  warranty  all  that  farm 
called  Little  Neck,  above  more  particularly  described.  Recorded  in 
Liber  M.  of  Deeds,  page  23,  Apr.  21,  A.  D.,  1813.  Consideration, 
$25,000. 


January  3,  1S,S4.  Vhav\vs  11.  Smith.  Es,,. 

IlavinJ-  rxaniaiiKMl   tlic   ivmnls  and   otl 

<cii>l  vnn  at  tliisdate  tlu>  ivsult.      ,\laiiv  ol 
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liirhanl  Sniitli,  my  -raii.lfath.T,  \va.  horn  ahout  1737,  of  English 
un.-o.t.u-s  wh,.  scttlcl  at  an  early  day,  on  Long  Island.  He  died  at 
Eitrhticld,  New  York.  1S27.  heing  ahout  WO  years  of  age.  lie  was 
married  to  .\h.ry  r.ru>li  ahout  1762.  She  was  of  French  nuguen..t 
extraction,  an.l  she  died  at  Litchfield  in  1832,  aged  90  years. 

Warmly  esiiousing  the  cause  of  the  colonies  against  the  exactions 
of  the  crown  of  Euii-land.  on  one  or  more  occasions,  Richard  Smith 
volunttvred  to  helii  di'ive  the  British  from  Long  Island.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Ilunthigton  county  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and 
occupying  territory  alternately  in  the  possession  of  the  Briti-h  and 
Americans,  he  often  found  opportunity  to  afford  substantial  aitl  to  the 
American  forces.  Their  house  was  often  visited  by  the  British  "  red- 
coats "  in  search  of  supplies.  Jfothing  came  amiss  from  a  chicken  or 
a  pig,  to  a  cavalry  horse,  which  were  taken  indiscriminately,  witliout 
so  much  as  "by  your  leave." 

You  may  have  heard  how  grandfather  secreted  a  deserter  from  the 
British  army,  in  the  woods,  feeding  him  there  until  a  -way  was  opened 
so  that  he  could  get  inside  the  American  lines. 

A  few  years  after  the  close  of  tlie  war,  the  family  remo\-ed  to  South- 
East  toNVii,  Dut.-hess  county,  from  which  place  the  removal  to  Litch- 
tield,  Herkimer  Co..  X.  Y.,  was  made  ahout  17;i3. 

The  following  letter  was  received  February,  1884 : 

I  assure  you  I  feel  deeply  interested  in  your  efforts  to  compile  a 
trenealogy  of  our  tamily  and  to  collect  reminiseences  of  interest.       The 


g-mit   revciviR'u  and  aiiVrti..ii   tliat   we  alHVvl  toward  nur  wortliy  an- 

cestors,  will    make  this   nieni, .rial  eolleetiou,  u  c-herished  keep-sake  in 

eaeli  household,  to  he  handed  down  to  future  generations. 

There  are  a  few  events   in   the  history  of  grandfather  and   grand- 

mother Smith  which  might  he  worthy  of  notice.     (Grandfather  was  not 

a  regular  s.ddier  in  the  army  in   tlie    War  of  the   Revolution,  hut   was 

called    .)ut.   or    volunteered,   and    hore   arms    in   the   defense   of   Long 

Island.      After  the  P.ritish  .•aptured  the  Islaml,  they  were  in  the  hahit 

of  sending  out  foraging  parties  to  replenish  their  commissary  sniiplies 

an.l  also  to  repla.-c  their  cavalry  horses.      They  called  at  grandf  ither's 

to  see  what  tluycidd  find.     On  one  occasion  a  "  recl-coat '"  improved 

the  opportunity,  to  make  an  exchange  for  a  fine  large  horse  owned  liy 

grandfither.      With  great  hilarity  and  glee,  he  took^the  cpiipagc  from 

liis  ,d.l,  jaded  nag,  an.l  placing  it  on  his  stol.Mi  charger,  moiuitcd  with 

a  detiant  air,  hut  it  w<.uld  not  down  ;  the  horse  helonged   to   the   Fed- 

I         ..     1        ^.,.     .   i.      .         .     1      ,   1,.,      .i .      ■     +^1       f        i.'^t^l          ^.,       *-       \,     K    ...     +;  -. 

menceil    sucli   junijiing    and    ]inniging   that.    \\  ith    great     indignation 
towards  the  horse  and  his  own  inahility,  he  was  forced  to  take  his  own 

old   animal,  to  the  great  joy  of  the   household.       1  think  that  fither 

rememhered  seeing  the  horse  saddlc.l  hy  the  "  red-coat."  and  the  chil- 

dren  run.       Another  incident,  wherein  the  minions  of  King  (Jeorge 

were  toiled.       In   order  t,.  ohtain   delicacies  not  furnished  hy  govern- 

ment  rations,  f -ragers  visitc.l  the  hen-roosts  of  the  iieighhorimod,  and 

the   chickens    must    roost    very  higl,    that    w,udd    escape   their    grasp. 

(iraudmother,  knowing  their  custom  of  visiting  the  harn   with   felo- 

ni<ins   intent    toward   her  cliickens,  educated   them   to  go  in  another 

ili  recti  on.  hy  pulling  a  stone  from  some  obscure  part  of  tlie  foundation 

of  the  house,  when  the  cry  of  alarm  was  given,  they  would  run  for 

dear  life  and   secrete  themselves  until   the  enemy  was  gone,  then  come 

Ju    ad.lition    to    the   f.regoing   incidents,  I   will  mention  a  revohi- 
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and  fell  into  the  haiuls  ,,f  Rieliar.l 
^\•ere  in  possession  of  Long  Island. 
_■  toUowino;  legend  : — 


■Yxrioavo  -os 

REG.  VAX.  VILATTES. 


i\'d  to  one  of  Lafayette's 
haliit,  on  eaeh  iveiiiTing 
rge  and  letting  lier  sj^eak 


d  at  father's  fmm  time  to  time.  He  was  a  de- 
ed States  army,  au.l  it  was  the  duty  nf  any  otHeer 
^ertidii.  C'apt.  Mervine  said  that  ''-John  U'Urien 
inii>t  lint  ediiie  in  his  sight,  fnr  it  would  then  be  his  duty  to  arrest 
him."  When  gi-andfathei-  was  on  his  death  Ijed,  John  O'Brien  said  he 
"  must  go  and  see  the  owld  man."  When  told  what  Capt.  Mervine 
had  said,  he  answered,  '■'licuU  see  the  owld  man." 
All  of  wliic'li  is  respectfully  submitted. 

IIICIIARD  C.  SMITH. 
East  Clevel.vnd,  Ohio. 

From  .Mrs.  Anna  E.  Robbins,  Clinton,  Iowa,  the  following  eom- 
munieation  has  been   received: 

I  remember  hearing  that  our  ancestors  of  the  Rrusli  family  were  of 
Ereiieh  deseeiit  and  Huguenot  religion,  and  came  to  this  country 
tleeiiig  from  iiersecution. 

I  remember  of  grandfather  and  grandmother — she  was  very  gentle 
and  sweet ;  grandfather  rather  tall.  They  were  Presbyterians  and  very 
strict  in  their  ehurch-goiug.     I  remember  they  were  a  verv  loving  old 


-.uple— that  it  was  said  tliov  lived  togotlRT  over  titty  years  and  never 
;id  an  unkind  word  l.etween  them.  On  one  oeeasioii,  there  was  a 
Hid  (U'al  of  coniiiany  at  the  table,  grandfather  said,  "this  young  wo- 
lan  and  I  can  eat  ott'  the  same  plate,"  and  they  did.  I  remember 
carini;-  Aniit  (Jird  and  father  talking  about  revolutionary  times,  when 
!.■  liriti-li  were  on  Long  Island.  They  drove  away  all  the  cattle, 
raii.lfathcr's  mill  or  mills  were  destroyed:  he  was  .|uite  well  otf 
_'tore   the    war.       Aunt    (iird    alwavs   ca'rricd   a   scar  on  her  forehead 


sidit.thechil.lreii  would 

((Jran.lfather  had  a  name. 

markable  dog.      One  .la; 
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so  badly  cut  that  for  days  he  could  t 

decei\-ed  when  Simday  came.     The  family  often  tried  it,  but  he  w..uld 

trot  otf  to  -Jerusalem  and  take  his  ].lace  in  grandfather's  jiew.) 

There  were  relatives  of  graudniorhcr's  by  tlic  name  of  P.rush  on 
Long  Island.  During  the  hardships  of  the  Kevolution  they  turned  to 
carding  and  sjiinning  wool  and  knitting  soeks,  for  the  Xew  York 
market.  They  were  very  pretty,  nice  girls.  An  English  otHcer  fell  in 
lo\-e  with  one  of  them.  Amy  Brush.  They  were  married  and  he  took 
her  home  to  England.  I  was  very  full  of  romance  when  I  was  quite 
young,  and  I  i-emember  thinking  the  story  sounded  like  stories  we 
rcail.       Rve  and  barlev  Avere  threshed  l)y  the  women  of  the  tamily  to 
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iiiako  ivaily  fur  tlic  wcililiiii;-,  ami  it  was  stcired  in  the  house  for  safety. 
WIk'ii  Ik.' came  to  Ik.t  lioiiic  ami  ask(_'<l  her  to  many  him,  she  said  to 
liim  that  -slio  was  iMior:  that  if  all  her  relations  were  (load  and  she 
had  their  money,  it  w,.uld  n..t  j.nt  a  silk  g'own  on  her  haek." 

The  following  letter  from  .Mr.  .Mervine  contains  a  very  lieantiful 
trilmte  to  his  great  grandfather,  Kichard  Smitli : 

K.\sT  S.\.iiNAW,  Mich.,  Aug.  14,  1883. 

I  have  lieen  nnahle  nntil  now  to  reply  to  j-our  letter  of  the  7th 
inst.  My  condition  is  feehle  and  will  not  permit  me  to  write  at  much 
leni;th.  I  infer  from  your  letter  that  you  are  collecting  material — 
]iioi;ra]ihical  and  genealogical — of  such  matters  as  will  he  of  interest 
to  tlic  dc>c,.,i. hints  of  the  family  of  "Smith." 

.My  iiicniory  liavin-  fail.'.!  in  a  .•onsiderahle  degree,  and  having  n.i 
records  .,f  r.'tcivi,,-..,  my  contrihution  to  your  "  Rescript,"  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  will  l.eof  hnt  little  if  any  account. 

.My  recollection  of  my  great  grandfather  is  of  hoyho.id  remem- 
hrance.  He  delighte.l  to  f.shion'  and  make  sleds,  hows  and  arrows, 
slings,  hoats,  etc.,  and  everything  that  would  make  me  hapjiy.  lie 
was  fnll  of  love,  and  lovahle,  and  attained  a  spiritual  elevation  rarely 
ifever  equalled  in  this  life. 

1  recall  the  words  he  used  to  neighhors  and  friends  the  last  winter 
of  his  life,  lie  told  them  that  it  was  nearing  spring;  he  was  watch- 
ing fir  the  snow  to  di.sappear  from  the  graveyard,  pointing  to  it,  on 
"  rncle  i^illy"s  "'  farm,  and  then  his  time  would  come  to  leave.  And 
his  |ireiliction  proved  true.  Retiring  at  night  in  usual  health,  the 
next  morning  foinid  him  a  corpse.  His  wife  died  in  the  same  manner. 
1  re\-erence  their  names  and  memory.  Their  descendants  can  be  proud 
of  springing  from  such  blood,  and  refer  with  pride  to  their  life  and 
character.    ^    *  *  * 

1  shall  always  be  pleased  to  answer  any  impiiry  ycui  may  make  to 


the  extent  of  my  knowleilov.      Eeganls  to  your  ImsLaml  and  sunti- 
ments  of  esteem  for  your^ielf. 

I  am  truly  vour>. 

CIIAS.  II.  MERVIXE. 

In  the  possession  of  Mr.  Henry  G.  Mervine,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  is  an 
ancient  volume,  which  is  inscribed  in  the  handwriting  of  Richard  Smith  and 
Mary  Smith.  The  book  is  entitled  "  Faith  and  Practice,  represented  in 
Fifty- Four  Sermons,  on  the  Principles  of  the  Christian  Religion,"  by  I.  Watts, 
D.  D.,  and  five  other  learned  Doctors  of  Divinity.     London,  1757. 

The  quaint  inscription  upon  the  fly-leaf  is  as  follows,  anil  was  traced 
nearly  a  century  ago. 

"Richard  Smith  is  my  name, 

English  is  my  nation, 
May  Heaven  be  my  dwelling-place 
And  Jesus  my  salvation." 
Upon  the  cover  is  found  "  Mary  Smith.     Her  hand-writing." 
Litchfield,  November,  1793. 

Riclianl  Smith  removal  to  Litehtield.  Herkimer  cnnntv.  Xrw 
Ynrk.  in  17;t:l     He  l..>uu-ht  ,,f  IVter  V-.m  X..-.  VJ-2  acn-.  m.-n'  nr  1,--. 


"  Old  style  "  descriptions  in  Deeds  are  very  curious.  As  instance  : — 
"This  Indenture,  &c.,  between  Conkling  Ketchum,  of  Huntington,  in  the 
County  of    Suffolk,  on   Nassau  Island,  State  of  New  York,  &c.,  and  William 

Smith,  of  Litchfield,  County  Herkimer,  and  State  aforesaid,  &c.;  the 

line  degrees,  west  eight  and   twenty  chains  to  a  stake;  thence  south 

54^4  degrees  east,  si.\  chains  and  eighty-five  links,  to  the  south-easterly 
corner  of  sai  i  lot,  to  a  Birch  tree;  thence  along  the  eastern  line  of  said  lot 
fortv-six  chains  and  si.\ty  links,  to  a  heap  of  stones  in  the  brook,  thence  follow- 
ing'the  said  brook,  cV-c." 

Another  description  reads,  "  thence  north  and  westerly  to  the  edge  of 
the  pond  as  it  originally  stood  to  a  corner,  thence  running  north  and  westerly 
to  the  land  of  Sylvanus  King  and  Stephen  Catlin  to  a  stake  and  stones  on  the 
line  of  said  Catlin's  line,  thence  westerly  by  the  water  edge  to  the  outlet  of 
said  jjond,  thence  north  down  the  stream  to  the  public  highway,  thence  run- 
ning easterly  along  the  highway  to  said  Catlin's  line,  thence  north  ton  comer 
H  a  /or^e  tire,  ^c/' 
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Rev.  AVilliuni  Siiiitli, 

Died  July  29,  1857, 

Aged  87  year.s  and  4  moutlif*. 

"  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  s 

ee  God 

Catliai-ine,  wife  of  Rev.  William  Sin 

th. 

Died  June  10,  1858, 

Aged  65  years  and  19  days. 

The  needy  found  from  thee  relief, 

The  stricken  balm  for  every  grief. 

(4eorge  T.  Smith, 

Died  Oetober  17,  1853, 

Aged  39  years,  3  months  and  20  da 

vs. 

Rest,  gentle  heart,  from  trouble  free 

No  sorrows  wait  for  such  as  thee. 

Of  his  father,  William  11.  II.  says,  he  observed 

the-g 
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>n  rule  •• 

in  the  conduct  of  his  life  ;  he  was  C(>m[Kissi..natr  tow 

ard  the  distressed, 
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tained  the  love  of  her  '  Jirst  Ijoys,"  who  hold  her  memory 
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iffection 

and  highest  esteem." 

WILLI A>[  SMITH  MARRIED  THAXKFUL  SEARS. 
AVilliam  Smith  and  Thankful  Swu-s  were  united  in  marriage  Dee. 
27,  1793,  at  South  East,  Dutehess  eonnty.      She  was  born  June  30, 
1775,  being  in  the  17th  year  nf  la-r  aue  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
She  (lied  July  28,  1808. 

"  The  mother,  in  her  office,  holds  the  key  of  the  soid — 
Then  crown  her  queen  of  the  world." 

CITTLDREX. 

Seth  Sears,  born  March  31,  ^l'X>.      Died  Oet.iber  28,  1801. 

iAZEl'.E  SMITH. 

id   Tluinkful   Sears  Sndth,  was  born  at 

lb-  died  .Inly  1.  isso. 
with  bis  brother  Xathaniel  an.l  heli.ed 
•hi:  als.,  w.u'ked  at  the  earpenter  and 
,  prearlier  nf  the  M.  E.  Chnreh,  trav- 
oiithern  ('liautau(|na  into  Cattaraugus 
ei'at  I'cnu.  S(  line  time  after,  he  married 
Mary  ("rawtbnl,  of  A rkwri-lit.  Cbantan.iiia  C.i.  They  had  no  ehib 
dren.  Ah<mt  two  vear-  after  hi>  marriage  he  was  taken  with  inllam- 
matnry  rheumatism  and  was  a  great  sufferer  for  years,  which  left  him 
a  eripple  for  life.  In  this  eondition  he  gave  his  property  to  Henry 
Smith,  oldest  son  of  Xathaniel,  for  his  sujiport  during  the  remaiitder 
of  his  life.  In  1855  they  sold  out  and  mnved  to  Illinois,  near  Car- 
thage, where  they  lived  three  or  four  years  and  then  returned  to  Ilani- 
let,^■ilK■novia.  \vliere  liaving  bought  a  farm,  be  lived  with  Henry  till 
his  death,  wiri.-b  (HTurred  .luly  l,''l880." 

Communicated  by  M.  C.  Jay,  Clear  Creek,  N.  Y. 

The  children  of  William  Smith  and  Thankful  Sears,  (deceased,)  inher- 
ited from  their  grandfather,  Seth  Sears,  one  seventh  of  his  estate,  which  was 
held  in  the  possession  of  their  uncle,  Seth  Sears,  and  the  property  being  at 
South-East  town,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y. 

October  7,  1818,  William  Smith  is  found  acting  in  the  settlement,  with 
power  of  attorney  from  his  son,  Orrin  G.  Smith,  whose  share  was  one-fifth 
of  one-seventh  of  the  estate. 
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XATIIAXIEL  SMITH. 

Xatlniuiel,  son  of  William  ami  TlKiiikful  S.^rs  Suiitli,  wa<  l.oni  at 
latd.HrM,  X.  Y.,  July  3,  1790.  II.'  air,!  .Imio  11.  is:,.-,.  His  wi.lnu- 
is  liviii-,  and  will,  May  7,  18S4.  rrarl,  tlir  a-.-  nf  tnur-sr.,iv  aii.l  oi-lit 

"Xathainel  HveJ  with  his  parents  „n  the  farm  until  near  tw.Tity-cno 
years  of  age.  Then,  after  stmlying  nieilieine  one  year,  he  went  with  his 
hrother  Orrin  to  Chautauqua  county,  where  they  located  one  hundred 
aires  of  land.  Through  this  land  flowed  the  west  branch  of  the  Cono- 
\\aiigii  Creek,  on  which  they  at  once  began  to  erect  a  saw-mill,  after 
linilding  a  log  house  to  live  in.  They  were  among  the  first  iiioneers 
of  that  section,  then  a  wiMcmess.  witli,.nr  roads,  and  nothing-  hut 
marked  trees  to  guide  one  through  the  liuvst  from  one  lo^' rahiu  to 
anotlicr.  T. .ward  the  last  of  1822  Xathauirl  ivfun.ed  to  LitrhHcld, 
where  he  married  Polly  Goodier,  on  Fel.niary  -UK  1^:.;:'..  and  with  lier 
immediately  returned  to  his  log  cabin,  where  thiy  lie^au  to  inqirove 
the  farm  and  mamifaeture  lumber  for  the  settlers  to  l.iiil.l  wirh.  After 
a  few  years  Orrin  and  Xathaniel  together  l.uilt  a  -ri-t-mill.  These 
mills  wei'i'  the  first  luult  in  that  section,  and  were  a  (iod-send  to  the 
first  settlers  of  that  region.  While  Xathaniel  was  workin-  on  one  of 
the  mill-stones,  a  piece  flew  from  it  into  his  eye,  spoilinu- the  sight. 
lie  worked  at  the  carpenter  an.l  joiner  trade.  lie  helped  to  rapture 
and  kill  a  blaek  bear  that  weighed  4<m  pounds.  al,ont  Sil  ro,ls  from  ids 
house.  I'olitieally  he  was  a  Denioerat.  wa>  [iretty  well  read  in  the 
law.  waseleeted  Jn.^ice  of  the  I'eace  s,,mewhere  near  1834  and  was  an 
aeting  magistrate  f,r  twenty  j'ears.  He  played  the  flute,  fife  and 
drum:  was  otfen  apjiointed  on  committei.'s  in  relation  to  town  affairs 
and  was  a  man  of  influence  in  his  town.  He  was  a  member  of  the  M. 
K.  Chut.-li.  He  had  f  Hit  sous  and  two  dan-'hters.  Two  sons  are  not 
living.      One  daughter,  Furrilla,  married  .\l.  C.  day. 

(Through  the  courtesy  of  M.  C.  Jay,  of  Clear  Creek,  N.  Y.,  we  are  ena- 
bled to  preserve  here  the  above  exceedingly  interesting  data  relating  to  the 
brothers,  Orrin  and  Nathaniel  Smith.  For  these  contributions  most  cordial 
acknowledgemp"ts  are  made.) 


SILAS  SMITH. 

Silas,  son  of  William  and  Tliankfnl  Sears  Smith,  was  l.oni  at  Litrli- 
iieia,  Octolier  14,  ISiU.     Dii^'.l  at  Medina,  X.  Y.,  .Maivli  22,  isso. 
■■  He  was  a  just  man. 
One  that  feared  God, 
.\nd  of  good  repute." 

"The  sweet  remembrance  of  the  just 
Will  flourish  though  they  sleep  in  dust." 
Dr.  Muhlenberg,  at  the  funeral  of  a  friend,  preached  this  short  sermon. 
He  took  for  his  te.xt  :  "  What  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee  but  to  do  justly, 
to  have  mercy,  and  to. walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ;  "  to  which  the  preacher 
added  :  "  So  did  he,"  and  that  was  all  the  sermon.  The  same  might  truth- 
fully be  said  of  Mr.  Smith. 

Silas  Smith  married  :iliner\-a  .MeCraeken  April  1.5, 182.5.  She  died 
December  10,  1830.     One  rhild. 

Frances  E.,  born  .Tamiary  1.  ls2S,  at  Clarksnn,  M..iu-oe  county,  X. 
Y.  :\Iarried,  first,  William  Sextnn,  at  Rurliester,  X.  Y.,  who  shortly 
died.  ]\farried  .seco?!'/,  Seymonr  Sexton,  and  their  home  is  at  (ilov- 
ersville.  Mr.  Sexton's  native  plare  wa^  I'ahnyra,  X.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  Xovember  20,  1820.     Their  children  are : 

William  Smith,  born  January  6,  185 1.     Married.    Died  December,  iS8j. 

Carrie  Beers,  born  May  s.  i'^53-     I^ied  April  g,  1S73. 


She'll  never  be  leaving 
Her  meekful  and  maidenly  place. 

Though  gone  through  death's  portals 


1,  'iiraili  thr  <iais\-'>tarred  sod: 
wlntc  angels  missed  her, 
sratl  kissed  her, 

med  her  as  favored  of  God." 

lay  31,  1.S60. 


SILAS  SMITH  MARRIED  MARY  AXX  BRISTOL. 
Silas  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  ^Lirv,  Ann    Bristol,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1831.     Shawas  born  at  Cato,  Ontario  county.  X.  Y.,  May 
18.  1808.     Their  children  are : 

1.  Charles  Bristol  Smith, 
Bci'n  .January  8, 1833.     Married  Adelaide  Ilickox,  at  Solon,  (Jhio, 
Iso:.. 


2.    AViLLIA 

I  McKxicHT  Smith, 

r.nrn  >hnvl 

1.  18311.      Man-ie 

1  Scptcm-bcr,  18l!3,  Alice  Frary 

dina.  X.  Y. 

Six  children. 

3.     (iEOR. 

E  Alcekt  Smith, 

I'.on.  .Inne 

7.  1844.  at  Rnrhc^ 

t.T.  X.  Y.     Married  Fcbruarv  1 

Ilatfu.S.  L 

■wis.  ,,f   d.^vrlalll 

Ohio.      SIr.   wa^   burn   at    Urn 

[nwa.S.pt. 

nl.crtl,  ls:.l.      Til 

■ir.-hildivnarr: 

'-  Lewis,  born  November  4,  187  i, 
Sexton,  born  July  25,  1874,  at 
Irene,  born  June   17,  1876,  at 

r  Hattie,  born  Jime  20,  1S80,  at 


^F 


AMAXDA  .MARIA 

SMITH. 

Amanda  M.,  daughter  of  William  and  Thankful  Sear 

Smith,  was 

1).) 

u  January  12,  1804,  at  Litchfield,  jST.  Y.     She  was  the 

only  daugh- 

ter 

among  the  five  children  left  motherles 

s,  when  her  father  became  a 

wi 

lower  the  first  time.     Upon  the  death  of  her  father's 

second  wife. 

fiv 

3  of  the  six  motherless  children  left 

by  her,  continued  to  receive          | 

Amanda's  sisterly  care,  till  the  time  of  he 

r  own  marriage 

which  took 

ph 

ee,  not  long  before  her  fatlicr  nuiri-ie>d  1 

lis  third  wife. 

April  22,  1823,  Amanda  M.  Smith  wa 

-  married  to  Xormau  Spcn-          | 

CUl 

.      She  died  April,  LSTiJ.      .Mr.  Spciu 

cr  was  born  Sc 

itcmhcr,  U, 

IS 
rll 

10.      He  died  October  -3,  1872,  at   ¥<n 
Idmiwere: 

i:rv  M.,  born  December  3,  1823. 

Iknrv  X.,  born  May  16,  1826. 

Ihankful  C,  born  .\ui,aist  7,  1829. 

Julia  M.,  born  January  ii,  1832. 

William  C,  born  December  5,  1834. 

.Sarah  Ann,  born  September  22,  1837. 

Jane  M.,  born  April  8,  1840. 

Charles  E.,  born  September  5,  1842. 

James  P.,  born  November  18,  1S44. 

■  ' 1 ■ 

vlcrsville,  Mich 

gan.     Their 

.  ^cp^ " 

SETII  SEARS  SMITH. 


.,  son  of  AViiruiiii  aiK 
i.  at  Lit. •!, livid.  X.  V. 
1  ].y.lia  Anil  Mor-'an. 


••  Age  sate  with  det 


And  worthily  becaiiir  hisMlvt-r  locks; 

He  wore  the  marks  ,,i    many  years  well  spent. 

Of  virtue,  truth  well  tried,  and  wise  experience." 


1.  Aiiiauda  M..  Imut,  July  1:^,  LS27.  Man-iwl  to  Eds(m  Irving  ' 
ox,  January  3,  IS-IS.     Four  claildreu  ;  three  living. 

Irving  A.,  born  February  27,  1849.     Married. 
Frances  A.,  born  May  6,  1857.     Married.     One  child. 
Esther  L.,  born  February  17,  1862. 

2.  Amelia  Clarissa,  born  October  21.1829.  Married,  Xovend>ei 
Sr,n,  to  Alfred  Stevens,  at  Bedford,  Oido.  Mr.  Stevens  is  of  the  i 
nth  g,.ncrati.>n.  dr.rending  fn,n,  -John  Rogers,  the  martyr. 

Their  ehil.lren  : 

Flora  Amanda,  born  May,  1852;   died  January  14,  1862, 
Alice  Augusta,  born  January  6,  1854;  died  Nov.  14,  1861. 
William  Alfred,  born  January  30,  1856.    Married  Emma  C.  Sliffe,  No' 
ler  25,  1879.     One  child,  Alice  Amelia,  born  July  20,  1881, 

Emma  Amelia,  born  September  6,  1859,  died  November  28,  1861. 
Albert  Morgan,  born  December  9,  1863. 
Charles  Seth,  born  .Angust  7.  1867. 

:].  AllHTtM..boniXoveujher2;i,  ls81.  Married,  .Inly  3. 1S.33.  ] 
rva  llanafonl.  Shr  .lied  Oct.iher  ISSd.  She  was  des.-eu.led.  in  the  ( 
nth  generati.in.fr.m,  Joiin  Ji..gvrs,  who  "was  burned  at  the  sta 
\yn  children,  Frank  II.  au.l  Katie:  not  living. 


AllXTt 

-M.  marrie( 

Decendier,  188 

,  Minni 

^  Ilanaford, 

who 

C'll 

ild. 

ded  from  J 

.hiiR.>L 

crs.  the  martyr 

twelfth 

giMieratioii. 

One 

4.   Wi 

liani  M.,  b, 

ru  Sq.te 

lidx-r  27,  1880. 

Marrii 

d  May  13, 

18G2, 

to 

Their 

ne  L.  I'arki 
hildreu: 

iison. 

Carl,  b 
Herbe 

orn  January  ,6,  1865 
rt  W.,  born  December 

Died  October 
14,  1867. 

22,  1S70. 

SETII  SEARS  S 

MITII 

MARRIED  MARY  RICHARDS 

Seth  Sears  Smith  i 

larricd  Mary  Eicliard., 

Seiiteinl)erl-t,1848. 

She 

died,  May 

6,1853. 

Their 

children  we 

•e: 

Fannie 
Addie 

v.,  born  Ju 
born  Noven 

V  lytli,  I 
ber,  185 

S49.  at  Bedford, 
2;  died  October, 

' T ■  . 

Oliio. 

"r 

WILLIAM  SMITH  MARRIED  RHODA  ROCKWELL. 

William  Smith  was  uuited  in  marriage  with  Rhoda  Rockwell,  Octo- 
ber 28, 1809,  "by  James  Kelsey,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,"  at  the  home 
of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Higby,  at  New  Hartford,  Xfw  York.  She  was  in 
the  22nd  year  of  her  age  at  tiio  time  of  lier  marriage.  Slie  died  May 
25,  1812. 

Tliur.-hil.lreii: 

CIIARLKS  ROCKWELL  SMITH. 

Son  of  William  and  Hlio.la  Rockwell  Smitii,  was  l.oni  at  Lir.-litield, 
Xew  York,  Nnvrnibrr  lii,  1811.  Manifesting,  in  l)oyliood,  marked 
taste's  for  lMH,ks  an.l  study,  iir  attended  the  e.mimon  school  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  also,  IJridgewatcr  .\<'ademy.  He  was  the  favorite  of  school 
traclici-s.  and  tiif  "  pattern  hoy""  of  tlie  scliooi.  Scholarly  tastes  have 
been  (li>tingni>liing  cbararteristics  of  Mr.  Smith,  through  a  life  tilled 
with  activities  and  usefulness. 

Throiigli  the -ug-estiou  of  a  mutual  frien.l  of  the  family,  and  of 
Mr.  A.  (-;.  Dauby,  l-o-t  Master  at  I'tiea,  X.  V.,  be  was  offered  a  situa- 
tion in  tiie  post  otlir,.,  wbi.'li  be  accepted,  and  was  afterwards,  for  some 


,  Mr. 


»epil 


Close  apjilication  and  c tinement  to  Inisiness  made  a  change  desir- 
able, and  the  western  country  presenting  attractions,  he  visited  Ohio, 
near  Cleveland,  and  purchased  an  unimproved  farm.  Having  madeim- 
])rovements,he  returned  to  Litchfield,  and  October  24, 1842,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  A.  Townsend,  daugbter  of  Captain  Zacariah 
Townsend.     (See  genealogy  of  family  of  "Townsend."') 

After  several  years  spent  in  the  active  jiursuits  of  larming  at  Solon, 
removal  was  made  to  the  eligible  location  and  residence,  situated  on 
Euclid  avenue.  East  Cleveland. 


Euclid  avenue  is  the  admiration  of  visitors  to  the 

city   of  Cleve 

land. 

Magnificent  in  extent,  it  is  bordered  with  palatial  residen 

^es,  and  its  ou 

tlook 

is  grand  and  inspiring.     Clevclaiul  is  (K-srrilied  1)\-  nativr 

iiul  foreign  wr 

Iters, 

as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  ,  itie>.      riu-  .  l.ara.  tcrist,. 

swiftness  of  A 

mer- 

ican nnethods,  and  rapid  gmwili,  luivi    (.n wulcl  m  a  icina 

kable  degree. 

its 

broad  streets,  and  depth  of  lawns  Iruntmu  its  nunicmus  1 

cautiful  dwel 

ings. 

lend  a  look  of  "generous  ease,"  which  is  specially  noticea 

ble. 

At   tlie  home  on  ^Euclid  avenue,  the  "old,  old  s 

tory"  of  "  L 

.ve's 

Young    Dream,"  has   been    often    told,  and  "  Fathei 

"  and  ■'  Motl 

ler," 

might  have  said,  with  the  ancient  poet : 

" When  with  envy,  time  transported, 

Shall  think  to  rob  us  of  our  joys, 

I'll  in  my  girls  again  be  courted, 

And  I'll  go  wooing  with  my  boys." 

Xovember  12th  of  each  year,  is   made  tlie  oceas 

on   of  a    reu 

nion 

•        here,  of  the  families  of  Charles  R.,  and  Ridiard  ('.  ^ 

>r  ol 

the  birth-day  anniversary  of  the  two  lirotln  rs. 

The  oliildren  of  Charles  R.  and  iWary  Ann  Smith, 

are: 

1.   Kniily  Thankful,  born  December  14,1  S4:3.     M 

u-ried  Edwai 

d  B. 

Eddy,  July  10,  1871,  at  E.  Cleveland,  0. 

Their  oliildren : 

Doane,  born  October  19,  1S74,  at  "  Blue  Tent,"  Califo 

rnia. 

Helen  Mary,  born  December  25,  1877,  at  "  (iold  Hill 

"  Nevada. 

2.  Helen  Maria,  born  November  27, 1844.     Marri 

cd  John  Rai 

som 

Kennicut,  at  East  Cleveland,  January  10,  1871. 

Their  chil.lreu: 

Cass  Langdon,  horn  February  25,  1S72. 

Lvnn  S.,  born  May  31,  1874. 

Donald  Augustine,  born  September  30,  1881 

J    Ransom  Kennicut  was  instrumental  in  raising  a  C( 

mpan\  in  Chi 

ago 

which  was  1  part  of  the  37tli  Illin   is  Rt-^iment  in   which 

he   ser\ed   to 

the 

clcsc     1   tht  \\  ir    {iSM-(     )       Ti             I          1  triod    he   wa 

s  promoted  tt 

the 

c<  mm  111  1     1      11  1  ,  th  k      1                            1  1    ther  (.cor^ 

=   bert,eant  in 

said 

C    ni]  1  i\        1  h   11   !i   1  1     t                                     \    m   the   Sou 

h    and    South 

lhe\  w    1      It  tilt  -1  ^       t    \                                 i\iLe  in  \1  ibama  Georj:n 

Mis 

sissippi,  New  Mexico,  and  possibly  in  Texas.  At  the  close  of  the  War,  Col- 
onel Ransom  Kennicut,  received  a  Lieutenant's  commission  in  the  Regular 
Army,  and  was  sent  West,  into  the  Indian  country,  and,  while  in  the  line  of 
duty,  lost  his  left  arm  by  a  gunshot  wound.  He  was  then  ordered  on  the 
retired  list,  liable  to  be  called  at  any  time  to  active  service. 

3.  Lewis  Cass,  born  Julj  12,  1846.  Married. y?',--/.  A-urs  Di.-kon- 
son,  February  27,  1872,  at  East  CU'veland.  Sl„.  ,lir,l  XnxnulK.r  2:'., 
1872.     One  son,  Charles  Dickiusmi,  l.nm  Xovuiifli.T  is,  1S72. 

lie  married,  secon<h  Clara  Richards,  ^hiy  7,  1878. 
Their  children : 
Florence  Kate,  born  June  5,  1879. 
Clifton  Cass,  born  August  2,  1880. 

4.  Stella  K,  born  October  4,1849.  Married  George  Keiinieat,at 
East  Cleveland,  February  19,  1877. 

Their  children  : 

Clara  Essie,  born  June  27,  1878. 
Irene  Ransom,  born  March  15,  1880. 
David  Rockwell,  born  December  5th,  1883. 

For  George  Kennieut's  "  War  Record,"  reference  is  made  to  that 
of  Colonel  J.  Ransom  Keuiiient.  Hearts  are  stirred  at  mention  of  the 
"Old  Flag." 

THE  OLD  FLAG. 

"  When  Freedom,  from  her  mountain  height. 

Unfurled  her  banner  to  the  air. 
She  tore  the  azure  robe  of  night. 

And  set  the  stars  of  glory  there. 
She  mingled  with  its  gorgeous  dyes 

The  milky  baldric  of  the  skies. 
And  striped  its  pure  celestial  light 

With  streakings  of  the  morning  light. 
Then  from  his  mansion  in  the  sun 

She  called  her  eagle-bearer  down. 
And  gave  into  his  mighty  hand 

The  symbol  of  her  chosen  land. 


Then  success  to  the  Flag  of  the  nation, 

May  its  folds  all  around  us  be  spread, 
It  is  blazoned  with  deeds  of  the  valiant, 

And  sacred  with  names  of  the  dead. 

The  stars  are  the  symbol  of  union, 

Mav  they  ever  in  unity  wave, 
The  white  is  the  emblem  of  honor, 

The  red  is  the  blood  of  the  brave. 

Then  success  to  the  Flag  of  the  nation. 

May  it  sweep  oe'r  the  land  and  the  sea. 
Oh:  wherever  its  splendor  is  darting, 

Be  it  darted  to  nought  but  the  free. 

Soldiers!  Keep  its  bright  glories  unsullied. 

Sustain  it  on  ocean  and  shore. 
Rear  it  high,  a  brave  beacon  of  freedom. 

To  the  world,  until  time  is  no  more." 

5.  Cliai-les  T.,  born  October  10,  1852.     Died  September  13,  IS.".!. 

G.  .Mary  Azubah,  born  Xovember  4,  1854.  ■    :\Iarrio(l  Frank  Lang- 
don  Kcnnieut,  at  East  Cleveland,  March  22,  1882.     One  Child  : 
Eugenia,  born  January  19,  1883. 

7.   Artlim-  I).,  born  -July  12.  I'^.V;.     Dieil  November  19,  18(:)2. 

s.  Abbie  T..buni    Ai.ril  12.  1S(,;1.     Married   Elton   G.  Xorris,  at 
Ea^t  Cleveland,  .June  19,  1883. 


WILLIAM  HEXKY   IIAI! 

IL   IL.  son   of  Williiim  iiii.l 
:..  1S14.  ;it   Litrliticld,  llrrkili 


V  SMITH 

X.  V.      I 

.  Ls:-;(;.  at  rlu-  ivuncst  (.f  Mr.  .L  ('.  Wirkci 


II,   Srlitt^llllKT.  lS:;;i,  Ik.  ac'cvptril   tlir  |,n.itin„    ,.f   ••  ( 'nlK.rt.U--  .H,    tin. 

Svninwr  a. Ml  Aiiluini  Rail  Koa.l.  iilVcTwanls  tlu' Svramsf  and  Rnrlic>- 
trr.  aii.l  iinw  rh..  Xi'W  Y,.rk  Cfi.ti'al. 

and  was  the  thoroughfare  of  tra\r;,  f.-r  tuisiiH^^  -i-  |.lr,i^iiri  .  bi  iw  tin  the 
eastern  cities,  to  Niagara  Falls,  and  ilir  ^ir.a  wr^t        Mimvnmi-.    iii,iii\-  [I'.i-as- 

as,  opportunity  t.>  fMni,  [M,M-.i:, I  ..'•.,.  ,.^. I  ii- .-.  .i-.v  '■  -^  -  li-  ■  i-.''''  ■in'ii 
of  the  times,  tin         i  .  ■       :,--,■,,-         -    i-       i       ,    ■       •  ::,il 

history:    John  i  i  .  ~,    1  I        ,     '    .    ,    1  '  w  .     -:•  i,    \l  \  an 

Buren,    Lewis    C-,1-,     ^>^:a^     \\r;J,t.    I    l,i"K      (  ,r,l!,-   I.     I  :..l-,         \'l;r.l      (    ..|,!..I;,1l;. 

William  H.  SewanI,  Thurlow  Weed,  Horace  Clreeley,  Stephen  A.  Diaiglass, 
and  many  others. 

The  "Central  City," — Syracuse,  the  "  City  of  Conventions," — was  a  favor- 
ite and  convenient  gathering  and  stopping  place,  both  for  pleasure  and  polit- 
ical parties. 

One  of  the  most  striking  of  the  amusing  incidents  occurring  during 
thirteen  years  of  active  railroad  life,  was  published  in  the  Albany  Evening 
Journal,  the  article  being  furnished  by  George  Uawson,  who  was  eye-wit- 
ness of  the  scene  described,  and  which  has  since  been  several  times  repub- 
lished, to  "  paint  a  moral  or  adorn  a  tale." 

"The  Russian  Minister,  M.  Bodisco,  was  passing  over  the  Syracuse  and 
Auburn  Rail  Road,  on  an  excursion  to  Niagara  Falls,  with  a  party  of  friends 
— it  was  his  wedding  tour.  When  the  train  reached  Syracuse,  an  attache,  or 
secretary,  or  something,  took  a  fancy  to  quarrel  with  one  of  the  men  about 
the  depot,  and,  with  the  insolence  of  a  petty  official,  raised  his  cane  and 
struck  him.  The  man  was  about  to  take  justice  into  his  own  hands,  but  the 
fellow  claimed  the  protection  of  his  master  and  his  suite,  who,  of  course,  all 
took  his  part,  and  supposed  their  diplomatic  character  would  enable  him  to 
get  off  with  impunity.   Mr.  W.  H.  H.  Smith,  the  collector  and  agent,  immedi- 


atc-lv  waitc.l  on  thr  Almist.-r  ii 
rcniarkL-d  that,  surli  an  iinpni\ 

the  car,  stated  the  case,  and  civilly  but  firmly 
liked  outrage  could  not  be  tolerated  here;  and 
pc  that  the  Minister  would  end  the   business, 

■|  \u:    Miiii-N  1     -.     '  ,          \ 

RiisMa  hmiscll",  1..    /■-■•.. 
get  It,  that  tram  «         '   -■     •  -, 

•  Iodize!    Did  Monsieur  le    Comhicteur   know 
^  \\.  Alexandre  Bodisco,  Ambassador  of  the 

1  '  "oly  rephed  that  if   he  was  the  Kmperor  of 

translatril  all  .ir.i.i:  ■':  .i      i  .■, 

■             .  '    l!ut  as  they   were   all   in 
1        ,<       ills  train  to  go  on!"  said  the 

■ii'il;;!':':'''-'^' 

■  p.Mtol  Al.  r.udisco,  bnngmg  his  cane  vehem- 
>vav  of  L-miihasis.     No  result.     The  smoke 
i\<-,  an.l  the  nieman    and    engineer  leaned 

to  be  on  board,  came  out,  and 
Ambassador.     A  long  colloqin 

':';;-':''' ':'v'^ 

uisJi    l,J.'.|jle  out  Ml'bviacuse'^ 

iian  u  brouu'lu'  ni,' iiairan  hoiit' 'hch  av'  '  """' 

Artor  severing  his  coiiiie 

ftionwith  file  rail  mad  in  ]sr,:i,  Mr.  Smith      . 

iKH'aiiK- fully  i<lentiiie<l  witli 

the  interests  of  \\w  Inniir  of  his  adniitimi. 

and.slH.rtly  aft.T.  lorntin-  1 

i^  honiestoail  nn  thr  liiulilands  f,.  the  s,,iitli- 

which  luivc  restiltcd  in  tlic  [ 

ermanent  lifosijcrity  of  that  >cL-ti..n  ofthe 

Formerly,  it  was  a  sutificie 
— this  is  the  place  where  thf-\- 
its  famous  salt  springs,  in  m- 
the  classical  name  besto^vc  «: 

It  description  of  Syracuse  to  say:  "Salt  Point 
v,i-p  ^ait  •■     It  was  long  after  the  discovery  of 

'  '   •!  '     l"~uit  Father,  Simon  Le  Moyne,  that 

1     .:      !.i!:rts,  raised  visions  of 

Ml-   ii:.|  .ir,inge  groves!" 

"  Two  chains  of  hills,  guardians  of  a  deep  and  pleasant  valley,  sweep 
around  the  southern  and  eastern  sides  of  the  city,  the  Lake  of  Onondaga  lies 
to  the  north  and  west.  From  the  suburban  heights  a  score  of  views,  each 
different  from  the  other,  and  all  worthy  of  the  canvass  of  the  greatest  laiid- 
scapist  may  be  obtained.  Stand  upon  one  of  the  elevations,  gaze-  at  tlie 
beautiful  sunset  in  the  background,  the  blue  lake  in  the  lesser  distam  r,  tlic 
spires  and  roofs  of  the  city,  tret'-enil.i.wcred  at  your  feet,  the  woody  hills  of 
Onondaga,  stretching  in  lung  liiu-s  ti>  the  right  and  left," — and  the  eye  falls 
upon  a  landscape  unequalled  m  licaiity. 

Tliis  is  tl,.'].i.'tun..i.mHl,.nrl:rtnn.tlirliniiU'.<.n  Irving  Stivct  "[Till. 

liiiiis..]f  and  family,  lie  lias  witn^'.-.-od  the  c],anuv>  incident  to  the 
growth  (if  thr  flourishing  city  of  Syraciisi — tlic  jioiinlation  having  in- 
creased ten-fold  in  forty-five  years— from  (i.dOd.  in  1S39,  to  60,000.  at 
the  present  time. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  a  Republican.  During  the  War 
of  1861-1865,  he  gave  support  and  influence  in  such  directions  as  best 
strengthened  the  union  cause.  In  contributions  of  money — in  a^Miraiu  es  and 
help  in  support  of  the  families  of  volunteers — in  aiding  tin  a^-.Mri,ith  uis 
whose  headquarters  were  at  Syracuse,  in  their  work  of  proNulni'^  ami  toi-- 
warding  supplies  to  the  Union  soldiers  on  the  field,  and  m  1,. -|iital.  \c. 
Though  always  opposed  on  princi|'^  ,'"-■' 1.  I  ^M,i-tu-  a:'.!.-  ■  la-  i.irni  of 
government,  in  the  crisis  of  the  •■!<'  ■    :"<   a:,     a,    :   :        amnlier  ot 

the  "Loyal  League",  which  was  call'    ,     .; ;,;_,  a,  ,  .::aa._  a,  :  aa   inaclima- 

tions  against  the  Union  cause,  of  ilic  ■  Kiu-lii^  ui  the  (,ukiei,  t.  ncle,  '  and 
similar  disloyal  organizations. 

(Extract  from  newspaper  "Report  of  the  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, at  Syracuse,"  March  j,  1S64. 


LYDIA    WALLACE. 

It  is  recorded,  "December,  1864.  Mrs.W.  H.  H.  Smith  acted  as  Treasurer 
for  one  week,  of  the  "Ladies'  Aid  Festival,"  for  relief  of  Soldiers.  March, 
1864,  to  September,  1865,  she  cut  2,000  yards  of  material  into  garments  for  sol- 
diers.") 
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es  from  Syracuse,  X"ew  York.    In  1829,  her  father  removed 
which  place  was  thenceforward  the  home  of  the  family. 
(See  Genealogy  of  the  Family  of  "Redfield.") 

(In  1825,  Syracuse  was  a  hamlet,  and  it  was  in  this  year  that  the  Revolu- 
tionary hero,  General  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  made  a  tour  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  guest  of  the  nation,  receiving  ovations  from  the  citizens  of  all 
parts  of  the  country  through  which  he  passed.  In  reply  to  the  speech  of 
welcome  from  the  citizens  of  Onondaga  County,  he  found  occasion  to  remark 
upon  the  transformation,  which  he  witnessed,  in  population,  civilization  and 
cultivation,  compared  with  the  "wilderness"  through  which  he  had  passed  when 
in  command  of  the  northern  frontier. 

In  1825,  Clinton  and  Forman,  and  Geddes,  "had  thought  out  the  prob- 
lem of  our  great  internal  watercourse,"  which  was  so  important  a  factor  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  our  city.  November  4,  1825,  marked  the  opening 
of  the  Erie  Canal,  which  was  celebrated  from  the  sea-board  to  Lake  Erie,  by 
salutes  of  artillery,  placed  within  hearing  distance  of  each  other,  the  length 
of  the  route.  At  New  York  city,  "  Governor  DeWitt  Clinton  performed  the 
ceremony  of  commingling  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  with  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mitchell  poured  into  the  sea,  bottles  of  water  from 
every  great  river  in  the  world." 

In  1825.  the  Salt  Springs  were  in  the  infancy  of  their  development.  In 
1829,  Syracuse  was  incorporated  a  village.  The  associations  of  a  life-time 
are  centred  here.) 

Tlie  history  and  traditions  of  aneestrj'  relate  of  one  maternal  Great 
(Tniiulfather,  Thomas  Treadwell,  as  follows: 

"  The  Honorable  Thomas  Treadwell  was  born  in  the  year  1743,  at  Smith- 
town.  Long  Island.  He  graduated  at  Princeton  under  Chancellor  Livingston. 
Thompson,  in  his  history  of  Long  Island,  says:  "  He  was  one  of  the  most 
useful  men  of  his  da}-.  He  was  well  educated  and  distinguished  for  firmness 
and  prudence  during  the  difficult  and  trying  period  of  the  Revolution.  He 
was  almost  constantly  engaged  in  public  business;  was  a  member  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Convention  in  1775,  and  was  elected  afterwards  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  from  Long  Island,  (with  power  to  establish  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment). He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Senate  of  this  State,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, and  seems,  in  all  respects,  to  have  been  fitted  for  the  perilous  times 
in  which  he  lived.  He  was  one  of  the  three  constituting  the  Committee  of 
Safety  while  the  Constitution  of  this  State  was  being  framed,  in  1777;  and 
was,  for  many  years,  the  only  surviving  member  of  that  memorable  body." 

Seward's  Introduction  to  the  History  of  the  State  of  New 
York.     Sprague's  Annals. 
His  Public  Record. — He  was  representative  in  the   "  Continental  Con- 
gress," in  Philadelphia,  1772-1776.     In  1775  was  elected  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  sitting  in  the  city  of  New  York.      In  1776    he  was,  with   others, 
elected  to  represent  Suffolk  County,  Long  Island.     This  Provincial  Congress 


met  at  the  Court  House  in  Westchester  County,  but  sat  in  Fishkill,  November 
8.  In  1778  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  at  Poughkeepsie  to  deliber- 
ate on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  was  also 
appointed,  during  the  same  year,  Judge  of  Probates,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
which  office  he  held  until  Surrogates  were  appointed  for  each  county.  In 
1791  he  was  elected  to  represent  Suffolk,  Kings,  and  Queens  Counties,  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  then  sitting  in  Philadelphia,  (to  fill  a  vacancy  caused 
l>y  the  death  of  Dr.  Townsend).  In  1793  he  was  again  elected  to  represent 
these  counties,  which  he  continued  to  do  until  he  removed  to  I'lattsljurgh. 
In  1S04  he  was  elected  Senator  fMrtli.-  Xi.rthrrn  District,  and  in  1S07  he  was 
appointed  Surrogate  of  Clintdii  1  ,,,,.,  uIm,  h  office  he  continued  to  hold 
until  his  death  at  Plattsburgh.  \     >      i'  1-25,1831.     Aged  88  years. 

The  maternal  Great-C.ranni,:  ,  .  ;  .1;  -ave  the  name  to  Plattsburgh. 
The  house  of  Isaac  Piatt  is  hiMoin.  Duimg  the  Battle  of  Plattsburgh,  in 
1813,  the  family  fled,  and  the  house  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  land  force 
of  the  British,  who  sacked  it,  and  later,  it  served  as  a  hospital  for  their 
wounded,  and  the  surrounding  acres  received  their  dead. 


(tEorge  treadwell  smith. 

(ieoruv  T.,  son  of  William  and  Rhoda  Rockwell  Smith,  was  born  at 
Litehtield,  X.  Y.,  July  4,  1815.  He  will  be  remembered  as  a  man  of 
generous  and  kindly  nature,  and  not  of  robust  constitution.  He  died 
October  17,  1853,  at  Bedford,  Ohio,  shortly  after  his  return  from  Cali- 
fornia, having  caught  the  prevailing  fever,  wdien  crossing  the  Isthmus. 
Aged  not  quite  two-score  years.  The  ancestral  name  of  Treadwell, 
thus  preserved  in  the  family,  is  also  that  of  ancestors  of  the  wife  of 
his  brother,  W.  H.  H.  Smith.  His  brother,  Silas,  succeeded  in  tracing, 
as   be  thought,  a  connection  lictween  the  two  families,  at  a  remote 
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THAXIvFUL  SMITH. 

Tlunikful,  only  daughter  of  William  aiul  Rluula  R.u-kux-ll  Smith, 
was  Imu-h  June  7,  ISIG",  at  LitditirM.  Ilrrkim.-r  Cniiuty.  Xcw  Y^rk. 
Shv  was  unit,.,!  in  marriage  to  R.iwlaiul  K(.l-vr  Russ^.H.  S^i.tciuher  20, 
lS4T,at  Turin.  L.-wis  0>unty.  Xow  York.  She  ,lic..l  .\hirrh  17.  I^-m. 
at  AulMirn.  X,-w  Ynrk.anW  is  lai.l  tn  rest  ,>n  the  suiuiy  snnimit  of 
"Fort  Hill-  Cemetery. 

Their  children  were : 

William  Smith,  born  May  6,  1849.  Married  Emily  A.  Thomas,  at  Gal- 
vcstnii.  Tuxas,  lanuary  8,  1874.     Two  sons. 

('Miiiclia,  l".orn  January  26,  1851      Died   November  19,  1853. 

(  liarles  Albert,  born  May  27,  1852.  Married  Lillian  Warriner,  December 
10,   1S7S,  at     i'liledo.  Ohio. 

The  mother  of  -  Thankfur"  Irft  >ix  chiMren.  She  being  tlie  only 
daugliter,  was  adopted  by  a  maternal  aunt.  .Miss  I'hebe  Koekwel'l, 
whoso  home  was  at  Turin,  Xew  York.  Here  she  grew  to  womanhood, 
visiting,  year  by  year,  the  Litehiiekl  home,  and  loving  and  heloved  bj' 
all  the  claimants  on  her  filial  and  sisterly  affection.  She  will  he 
reniemhered  as  a  per.sou  of  refined  tastes,  and  cultivated  mind. 

"  Day  by  day  we  think  what  she  is  doing, 

In  the  bright  realms  of   air; 
Year  after  year  her  gentle  steps  pursuing. 

Behold  her  grown  more  fair. 
Thus  shall  we  walk  with  her,  and  keep  unbroken 

The  bond  which  friendship  gives; 
Thinking  that  our  remembrance,  tho'  unspoken, 

May  reach  her  where  she  lives." 

In  the  traditions  of  the  Island  of  Xantueket,  are  found  the  hisforj' 
nf  the  "Folger"  family,  with  which  R.  Folger  Russell,  Esq.,  is  con- 
nected. His  uncle.  Captain  Folger,  retired  from  service  upon  the  seas, 
to  the  inland  city  of  Auburn,  X.  Y.,  in  whose  beautiful  shades  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  till  he  joined  the  "  silent  multitude" 
of  "  Fort  Hill."     In  Mr.  Russell's  l>oyhood,  he  was  a  member  of  Cap- 


tain  FolgvrV  family,  ana  lilk-il  thr  pla.r  of  Son  to  Captain  ami  Mrs. 
FolgiT.  "  Annt  Folgvr,"  as  she  was  lovingly  called,  by  many  persons 
otlur  than  !ht  kindred,  passed  away  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Russell,  at 
Tiil«(hi.  ()lii(i,  June    26,  1872,  aged   eighty-two   years.     Her  father's 

name,  (-Jateskill.  was  f.nmd  uiion  chronometers,  manufactured  hy  him, 
at  Loudon,  KnghuHh 

The  time  hdiKircil  ii.uiic-.  of  Folger,  Coffin,  Swain,  and  Macy,  are  found 
in  the  early  recnnK  .if  ih,-  Maud  of  Nantucket,  Massachusetts,  and  they  still 
designate  man\-  mi  it-,  inlia'.i.taiits.  As  their  representatives  have  passed  into 
the  outside  woVld.  and  have  won  in  honorable  effort,  laurels  in  the  fields  of 
enterprise,  science,  and  statesmanship,  great  pride  is  felt  by  the  islanders,  in 
its  sons  and  daughters,  of  whom  they  can  say.  as  of  Miss  Mitchell,  that,  her 
eyes  first  opened  on  the  starry  heavens  at  Xantuclcef, — of  Lucretia  Mott, 
that  she  was  descended  from  a  Coffin,  one  of  the  first  settlers; — of  Charles  f. 
Fi.l-t-r.  S.(  retary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States— first  cousin  of  R.  F. 
Rus-mII— that  he  wasborn  in  1818,  in  such  a  house,  upon  their  island,  and  that 
l)r.  lianklin's  mother,  also,  was  a  Folger  from  Nantucket. 

'I'he  race  of  Folger  have  been  residents  of  Nantucket  for  two  hundred 
years.  The  beloved  and  honored  Judge  Charles  ].  I'ol^cr  was  thought 
strongly  to  resemble  in  features,  his  kinsman,  Benjannn  Fraiikhn.  wh(jse  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Folger,  one  of  the  first  colonists  of  New  England — a 
distinguished  man,  of  whom  Cotton  Mather  makes  honci  it  .  m  '  '  1  his 
Ecclesiastical  History  of  that  province,  as  a  "pious  and  . 
Peter  Folger  was  author  of  a  poem  in  defence  of  liberty  .  'i  1  . 

Nantucket  is  still  the  quaintest  of  all  quaint  places.  I'l.  1- m  -.1  'sare 
attracted,  and  never  tire  of  its  surf,  the  fish,  the  moors  with  their  tlora,  or  the 
air.  It  is  rich  in  antique  stores  of  bric-a-brac,  furniture,  china,  etc.,  and 
relic  hunters' have  found  "  spoil"  that  made  them  happy  in  its  acquisition, 
when  attending  the  auctions  held  weekly  in  the  open  market  place,  and  her- 
alded, like  other  news,  by  the  "  Town  Crier,"  whose  honorable  office  dates 
fnmi  tune  immemorial — when  newspapers  were  not,  and  no  other  method  was 
there  111  use,  for  disseminating  the  news  of  the  day.  The  Quaker  element 
f(irmeii\  was  largely  in  the  ascendant,  and  fo  the  "plain  folk,"  with  "  plain 
s|i(  e(  li,"  lielonged  the  Folgers,  the  Coffins,  etc.     The  history  of  Nantucket  is 

There  are  still  to  be  seen  in  its  streets  many  more  females  than  men — re- 
viving the  pathetic  tales  of  losses  at  sea,  of  fathers,  husbands,  hmthers  and 
sons,  when  whale  fishing  was  the  occupation  of  the  men  <jf  the  island.  I  he 
women,  left  much  alone,  grew  to  be  a  self-reliant  race,  develniMiiL;  L;reat  stock, 
of  sturdy  endurance  and  vigor  of  intellect.     In  the  old  times,  when  the  Fol- 


gers,  and  Coffins,  and  Macys,  and  Swains  flourished,  these  were  the  days 
when  Nantucket  was  the  most  important  fishing  port  on  our  Atlantic  coast, 
and  it  was  the  headquarters  of  a  brave  race  of  fishermt-n.  Upon  the  intro- 
duction of  petroleum  into  general  use,  its  comm.  ■(  u,  , m, mrwc  and  glory 
departed,  and  its  calm  and  quiet  are  now  disturb.  >;  '    •    -ummer  vis- 

itors, who  linger  over  its  museums,  the  quaint  epita|M,~  ,;,  i,  t.  mcteries  con- 
taining 10,000  graves,  and  watch  and  note  the  ta5.i  ui.>aii|icai m-  iraces  of  the 
sturdy  forefathers  living  there  a  century  and  a  half  ago. 


/^Un:r^-/-  ^.J^^^J^t^ 


ALBERT  GALLATIX  SMITH. 
Albert  G.,  son  of  William  and  Rlioda  Rockwell  Smith,  was  born  at 
Litchtield,  Xew  York,  February  10,  A.  D.  1818.  His  school  privileges 
were  those  enjoyed  at  the  common  school  at  Litchfield,  before  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  one  quarter  at  the  Utica  Academy — David 
Prentice,  Principal — ^after  he  entered  the  Utica  Post  Office.  He  left  the 
lionie  of  his  boyhood  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  for  four  years  was  in 
tlu'  L'tica  Post  Office,  under  A.  G.  Dauby,  Esq.  He  left  the  Post  Of- 
tic^'  t(i  liecome  assistant  to  Julius  A.  Spencer  in  the  Utica  Railroad 
ticket  uthec.  July  4,  ISSO,  lio  went  on  the  first  train  over  the  Syracuse 
and  Ttica  Raih'oad  to  Syracuse,  and  there  assisted  in  establishing  the 
ticket  office,  and  in  the  arrangement  of  the  business  of  the  company 
at  that  point.  The  last  of  the  same  month  Mr.  Smith  went  to  Auburn 
with  John  Wilkinson,  and  through  his  kindness  was  introduced  to 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Auburn  and  Syracuse  Railroad,  and 
received  tlie  appointment  of  their  local  agent,  and  was  in  charge  for 
ten  years  of  the  passenger  and  freight  business  of  that  road,  and  of  the 
Auburn  and  Rochester  road,  when  constructed.  At  the  same  time  fol- 
lowing out  the  principle  of  action,  which,  in  his  earliest  experiences  of 
life,  lie  bad  marked  out  f(ir  himself,  which  was — in  schemes  of  busi- 
ness t(i  <le\'el(ipe  diiiiortunities  for  emploj'ing  and  benefitting  laboring 
lieople.  In  oliedieiire  tn  that  jiriueiple  of  action,  he  is  found,  while 
engaged  in  uttic-e  iiursuits.  also  embarked  in  various  active  operations 
outside  of  these  duties  :  developing  business  energy,  activity  and  aliil- 
ity  in  a  remarkable  degree — marked  among  his  peers — which  led  to 
more  important  results  at  a  later  period.  As,  embarking  in  the  iron 
business,  and  it  is  noted  that  Mr.  Smith  was  among  the  first  to  see  the 
coming  wants  of  railroads,  in  re-rolling  worn  out  rails ;  and  the  first 
millwest  of  Troy,  New  York,  for  "re-rolling,"  was  built  bj-  him  at 


Cleveland,  Ohio.     He  erected  tlie  first  '^  puddling  furnaces,"  anil  they 
were  also  operated  at  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  heard  to  say  that,  his  greatest  pleasure  has 
always  come  from  the  exercise  of  his  mechanical  genius,  in  laying  nut 
and  planning  machinery,  work  for  others,  &c. 

The  first  fruit  of  his  native  talent  in  the  direction  of  invention, 
was,  when  a  lad,  the  making  of  a  machine  for  jiaring  apples,  utilizing 
tlie  lirass  wheels  of  an  old  clock,  in  its  construction.  His  first  ideas 
aliont  W(. iking  in  iron  were  obtained  at  Potter's  blacksmith  shop  at 
Lir(liti<'lil,  whereof  an  evening,  he  earned  "  holiday  money," — striking 
f,,r  making  horse  shoes. 

He  adopr,.,l  and  has  Used  through  life  four  maxims,  learned  from 
his  father,  whieh  he  has  found  to  l,e  the  ground\v,.rk  of  all  l.onk-kcep- 
ing.  His  fatlier  .pioted  them  as  having  been  used  by  himself  in  book- 
keeping in  his  early  life  : 

"  Stock  to  your  debts  must  debtor  be 

And  creditor  by  property. 

In  journal  laws,  what  you  receive, 

Is  debtor  made  to  what  j'ou  give. 

Profit  and  loss  account  is  plain — 

You  debit  loss  and  credit  gain." 

After  many  years  sjient  in  the  prosecution  of  large  business  enter- 
prises at  Auburn  and  Ffira,  Xew  York, an<l  Cleveland.  ( )hio,  .Mr.  Smith 
is  f.mnd  still  pursuing  the  same  aetivities  at  Cleveland  and  Xew  Lis- 
bon, Ohio. 

In  1856,  the  iron  works  at  Cleveland  were  constructed  by  him,  and 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  and  during  its  continuance,  (1861-1865), 
having  200  men  in  his  employ,  and  not  being  able  to  personally  enter 
the  service  of  the  Uidon.  he  gave  his  countenance  and  support 'in  sucli 
directions  as  were  called  for,  \iz.  •  recruiting  and  assurance  of  support 
to  families  of  volunteers ;  contributions  of  money,  ein-ollmcnt  in  the 
Home  (iuards,  aiding  the  sanitary  and  hos]iital  associations,  whose 
h..ad.,uarterswereat  Cleveland,  Ohio,  &c. 


Albert  G.  Sinith  and  Maria  Eipley  Leland  were  married  September 
28,  1841.  She  'n-as  a  daughter  of  Hon.  John  D.  Leland,  of  Deerlield, 
Oneida  County,  Xew  York,  and  was  born  April  20,  1819. 

Their  children  were : 

1.  Cornelia  Maria,  born  July  12,  1842.     Died  April  15,  1848. 

2.  Albert  Augustin,  born  January  25,  1844.  Died  December  29,  1S73. 
He  enlisted  in  the  "  100  Days'  Men"  from  Cleveland,  called  out  by  President 
Lincoln  for  the  defence  of  Washington,  D.  C,  at  a  critical  period,  when  that 
city  was  threatened  by  Lee's  army. 

3.  Caroline  Emily,  born  September  30.  1845.     Died  April  i,  1S48. 

4.  Anna  Maria,  born  September  7,  1848.  She  was  married  to  Edward  B. 
Raw^on,  April  9.  1872,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

I-.  :    :\  30,  1873.      Died  Januarv  3,  1876. 

I  -    .  \1  .     J'.,  1876. 

M.M  I  '  ;,ii,.:,  Knrn  January  10,  1878.     Died  March  28,  1879. 

M.irv  Joy,  horn  September  4,  1882. 

5.  Htltn,  born  September  21,  1850. 

''.  Frances  Hoppock,  born  February  22,  1S52.  She  was  married  to 
Charles  Frederick  Fish,  of  Saratoga,  NewYork,  November  8,  1882.  Fie  was 
born  August  16,  1845. 

7.  Russell,  born  October  7,  1S56.     Died  August  22,  1857. 

8.  Rosetta,  born  October  7,  1856. 


RICHARD  CELLIXUS  SMITH. 

Ricluml  C.  son  of  William  and  Rhoda  Rockwell  Smith,  was  born 
NoveiulxT  12,  18i;t,  at  Litchiield,  Xew  York.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riauv  t(.  Su-au  M.  Myers,  at  Litehtield,  X^vemher,  1840.  The  marriage 
took  plaee  a  few  days  before  he  attained  Ids  majority,  and  they  immedi- 
ately started  for  the  western  home,  whieh  was  established  at  Bedford, 
Ohio. 

Their  ehildren  were: 

1.  Emma  G.,  born  ]S^ovember  26,  1841.     Died  January  29,185(3. 

"  How  strange  she  should  sleep  so  profoundly, 
So  young,  so  unworn  by  the  strife. 
While  beside  her,  brimful  of  hope's  nectar. 
Untouched,  stood  the  goblet  of  life. 

'Tis  idle  to  talk  of  the  future 

And  the  rare  "  might  have  been"  mid  our  tears, 
God  knew  all  about  it,  yet  took  her. 

Away  from  the  on-coming  years." 

2.  Edward  Carvasso,  born  July  7,1843.  Married  Mary  X.  Gannon, 
Deeend:.er  22,  1876.  She  was  born  March  21,  1851.  One  child,  Rich- 
ard Breson,  born  August  27,  1878. 

3.  Thankful  A.,  born  March  17,  1845.  Married  Eugene  A.  Osborne, 
November  6,  1866.  Died  February  24,  1871,  at  Norwalk,  Ohio.  A 
beloved  daughter. 

Her  children  were : 

Georgia  born  November  23,  1867.     Died  February  29,  1S68. 
Georgia,  born  December  24,  1868. 
Susie,  born  November  16,  1870.     Died  February  16,  187 1. 

4.  Anna  M.,  born  January  12,1852.     Died  June  26,  1853. 

5.  Richard  M.,  b(,rn  April  22,  1855.     Died  June  25,  1855. 

6.  Walter  H.,  born  July  20,  1857.     Died  January  3,  1860. 

7.  Susie,  born  April,  17,  1860.     Died  August  5,  1860. 

The  removal  from  Bedford  to  Euclid  Avenue,  East  Cleveland,  was 
made  in  1853.     Memory  lingers  over  the  loved  ones  in  that  home — 


augel  wings  sliadowed  it,  and  Christian  Hope  and  Faith  alone  could 
rise  to  behold  how  beautiful  and  ho\Y  near  were  the  heavenly  man- 
sions prepared  for  the  pure  in  heart.  Time,  with  chastening  influence, 
easts  a  halo  of  tender  memories  about  the  associations  clustering  there. 
Susan,  the  loving,  faithful  wife  and  mother,  was  gifted  with  a  nature 
free  from  taint  of  selfishness.  May  14,  1860,  she  slept  the  sleep  that 
knows  no  waking  here,  and  passed  up  the  "  golden  way,"  whither  her 
loved  ones  had  "  eone  before." 


15,  180:2,  at  East   Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Her  grandmother,  Sarah  Adams,  came  from  Haddam,  Conn  ,  and  died 
aged  87  years.  ,  Her  daughter,  Merc\  Parker  Doane  born  1801,  died  1881, 
was  the  first  white  child  born  111  the-  \uinit\  of  (le\t-hn(l  Ohio  Sarah 
D.i^inr.  niMther  of   Merc>   Edd\    I  (  I  s    the   eighth 

i<\    iiin.    ,  iiil-lrcn,  of  Sarah  -^d  n  (  le^eldnd. 

Slic  iiK.riK-d  Dennis  Edd\,  a     i  1  1         i  (  ame  trom 

Erigldiiu,  and  whose  mother  died  \uicii  ic  u  i-,  i  o  u  c  ^iruicd  t^^cd  72  \ears. 
Many  members  of  the  family  ha\e  lued  to  be  \er3  aged. 

1798-1873.  Seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Doane  settlement  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  members  of  the  family  met  at  din- 
iKi.  at  the  residence  of  W.  H.  Doane,  Esq.,  corner  of  Euclid  and  Streator 
avuiii'  -  from  the  history  of  the  famil}  gi\en  in  prose  and  \er  e  n  that 
11.  I  a-:  ii.  a  few  facts  are  taken  at  this  time  The  founder  f  the  fimih  of 
Dnane  111  this  country  was  John  Doane  \\h  crossed  th  \tl  mti  111  ae  I 
the  first  three  ships  that  sailed  to  Phni    1  1    t 

in  the  year  1630.      In  1633  he  was  ch  m 

1636  one  of  the  commissioners  t  >  re\  1  1  it 

the  Oovernor.      In  1647,  1649  and  se\    1  t  d 

I  >c|iutv  to  the  Colony  Court.      He  died   i  ii  \.   de  eendant 

of  John  1  loane,  Timothy,  the  great  C    11  \\i    a  ship  builder 

111  Massai.  husetts.     Of  his  grandchildi    1  1  was  the  £,randfather 

of  the  host  of  the  occasion,"  and  ot  Mi  \lerL\  E  smith  ol  East  Cle\e 
land.  "  He  was  the  first  Doane  to  reach  this  \icinit)  being  here  in  1796  and 
1797,  as  a  member  of  a  surveying  part\  In  1798  he  mo\ed  his  family  e\ 
periencing  all  the  privations  incident  to  those  pioneer  times  Doane  s  Lor 
ners,"  subsequently  East  Cleveland,  is  now  incorporated  in  the  cit)  of  Cleve- 
land. 

The  ehildreu  of  Richard  C.  and  Mercy  Eddy  Smith,  are: 
Howard  E.,  born  July  24,  1863. 

Mary  Rockwell,  born  September  24,  1865.     At   "  Brookside,"  July  9th, 
1884,  she  was  united  in  marriage  with  A.  O.  Spence,  of  Fredericksburgh,  Ohio. 
Doane  C,  born  July  19,  1869. 
Warren  Hudson  Holliday,  born  February  3,  1881. 

Xear  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  beautiful  "  Brookside,"  which 
the  tasteful  culture  of  ilr.  Smith  has  made  verj'  attractive.  On  the 
gently  undulating  surface  of  the  highlands  ou  which  the  home  is  situ- 
ated, stand  Cedars,  transplanted  by  him,  from  the  Lakeside  at  Litch- 
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field,  Xcnv  York.     In  the  ornamental  sheet  of  water  is  reflected  the 
pretty  home,  built  and  occupied  by  himself  and  family'. 

Upon  the  annual  recurrence  of  Thanksgiving  Day,  "  custom"  per- 
petuates the  old  New  England  observance  of  the  day,  by  a  "  family" 
reunion  at  "  Brookside." 

In  a  life  of  practical  Christianity,  the  Christianity  of  action,  vindi- 
cating his  faith  by  his  works, 

"  A  solitary  blessing  few  can  find, 

Our  joys  with  those  we  love  are  intertwined; 
And  he  whose  wakeful  tenderness  removes 

Th'  obstructing  thorn  which  wounds  the  friends  he  loves, 
Smooths  not  another's  rugged  path  alone, 
But  scatters  roses  to  adorn  his  own." 


WILLIAM  SMITH  MARRIED  CATHARIXE  XELTY. 

At  Peterboro,  jSTew  York,  September  20,  1824,  William  Smith  was 
married  to  Catharine  Kelty.  She  was  born  May  16,  1793,  at  Morris- 
ania,  Xew  York.     She  died  June  10,  1858,  at  Bedford,  Ohio. 

Their  children  were : 
Kelty,  born  November  24,  1825.     Died  February  15,  1832. 

MATTHIAS  McCHESNEY  SMITH. 
Matthias  M.,  son  of  William,  and  Catharine  Kelty  Smith  was  liorn 
February  26,  1826,  at  Litchfield,  New  York.  He  married,  December 
24,  1852,  Elizabeth  M.  Thomas,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Isabella 
Thomas.  She  was  born  February  20,  1831  at  Hamilton,  ]\Iadison 
County,  New  York.  Her  father  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  her 
mother  in  London,  England.  Matthias  M.  passed  his  boyhood  at 
home  in  farm  labors,  and  going  to  district  school,  with  two  terms  of 
select  school  taught  in  the  neighborhood,  and, as  he  writes  at  this  time, 
"  never  going  further  from  home  than  Utica  and  Peterboro.  My  first 
journey  was  when  brother  Charles  was  married,  I  drove  the  horse  and 
chaise  to  Auburn — two  days  going  from  Utica — they  going  by  railroad. 
My  first  ride  on  the  cars  was  on  my  return.  When  I  was  nineteen 
years  of  age,  father  removed  with  his  family  to  Bedford,  Ohio.  -May, 
1854,  with  my  wife,  I  settled  on  section  nine,  town  ten,  in  later  years 
called  Ithaca,  Wisconsin.  Here  our  children  have  grown  up,  and  we 
have  aimed  and  worked  to  give  them  good  educations,  but  the  thirty- 
one  years  have  not  been  all  circus  days,  nor  Fourth  of  July  days.  I 
sometimes  think  I  would  like  to  try  it  all  over  again. 
Our  children  are:" 

Frederick  A.,  born  September  25,  1853.  Married;  two  children.  Lives 
125  miles  northwest  of    Ithaca. 

James  W.,  born  March  30,  1857.     Married. 

Katie  B.,  born  June  17,  1859. 

Frank  M.,  born  November  i,  1864. 

Anna  E.,  born  December  28,  1870. 


Mrs.  Anna  E.  Robbins  visited  her  brothers  among  the  "Wisconsin 
hills,  in  the  fall  of  1883,  and  writes  as  follows :  "  Tastes  for  music, 
books  and  studj^  are  strongly  developed  throughout  Matthias'  family. 
Katie  and  I,  on  horseback,  partly  ascended  a  hill  on  the  home-farm 
and  then  scrambled  to  the  summit,  from  which  was  to  be  seen  a  beau- 
tiful view  of  the  farm,  and  surrounding  country.  Matt,  asked  me, 
"  was  I  ever  so  near  Heaven  before  ?" 


JAMES  BRUSH  SMITH. 
James  B.,  son  of  William  nml  Catliarine  Kelty  Smith  was  born  at 
Litchfield,  New  York,  Decoinlirr  14.  l^iis.     A  bachelor  farmer,  he  has 
for  many  years,  like  his  limtlicr  MaTthias,  lived  among  the  Wisconsin 
hills. 

A  Damon  and  Pythias  friendship  existing  between  the  brothers,  resulted 
in  community  of  industrial  pursuits  and  interests.  At  latest  advices  James 
B.  would  soon  enter  upon  the  duties  of  Assessor,  to  which  he  was  this  spring 
elected — only  two  votes  being  cast  against  him  in  the  town.  Matt.  M.  writes: 
"  That  is  his  standing  in  the  town." 


AXXA  ELIZABETH  SMITH. 
Anna  E.,  daughter  of  William  and  Catharine  Kelty  Smith,  was 
born  January  21,  1831,  at  Litchfield,  New  York.  She  was  imited  in 
marriage,  July  19, 1860,  to  William  Riley  Robbing,  at  Solon,  Ohio. 
;Mr.  Robbing  was  born  August  16,  1825.  Their  early  married  life  was 
passed  at  Solon;  since  1868,  Clinton,  Iowa,  has  been  the  home  of  their 
selection. 

Their  two  children  are  : 
Richard  -Smith,  born  February  3,  1863. 
Arthur  William,  born  December  4,  1867. 
Mrs.  Robbins  is  a  general  favorite.       ' 
"  A  woman  true  and  pure, 
To  feel,  imagine  and  endure, 
To  soar  for  truth — to  labor  for  mankind  " 
A  portion  of  the  history  of  the  life  of  the  father  of  Mr.  Robbins,  was 
formerly  widely  and  familiarly  known  to  the  public.     It  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  man  who    "loved  his  fellow  man,"  and 
was  useful  in  his  day  and  generation.     The  striking  features  of  his  eventful 
life  are:   In  1824  there  was  published  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  the  seventeenth  edi- 
tion of  a  book — copyrighted  September  13,  1818 — dedicated  as  follows:  "To 
the   Hon.  James  Simpson,  American   Consul  General   at   Tangiers,  and  the 
Hon.  William   Willshire,   British    Consul    General,  and    American    Consular 
Agent  at  Magadore,  Africa: 


Gentlemen: — Permit  me  to  offer  this  little  volume  to  you.     I  have,  upon 
the  Ocean,  endured  the  distress  occasioned  by  the  elements j  upon  Land  the 
miseries  inflicted  by  man,  and  from  YOU  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  hu- 
mane benevolence,  which  I  can  repay  only  by  unalterable  gratitude. 
With  high  respect  and  consideration,  I  am  Gentlemen, 
Your  grateful  and  obedient  servant, 

ARCHIBALD  ROBBINS." 

The  title  of  the  book  thus  dedicated,  reads  as  follows:  "A  journal  com- 
prising an  account  of  the  loss  of  the  Brig,  Commerce,  of  Hartford,  (Con.,) 
James  Riley.  Master,  upon  the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  August  28,  1815;  also 
of  the  Slavery  and   Sufferings  of  the  rest  of  the  Crew,  upon  the  Desert  of 
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1S16,    181 

;  with  Accounts  of  the  Manners,  Cus- 

toms  and  Habit 

■^  of 

the  W 

nderintr  . 
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.      1     r:it 

,  ii'i  A-  !^  i-s  grew  out  of  the  violation  of 

the  treaty  of    1  ; 

.I'lus  depredations  committed 

by  them  upnn  . 
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1  '            :  TV  of  the   war  is  briefly  this: 

:.    \'.  .   ,■!,-.  s.ilrxl  intn  the  Mediter- 

,.atr,  and  at  length 

appeared  bcfnrL 

All, 

1  '. 

'    ■  .  lii  >l   a  ti'caty  of  peace 

In    rt-s|,,MiM-    t,.    a   n.jii.-'  .i,  ,-s,  etc.,  ^\"illlam   R.  Robbins, 

Es,|.,  ...n,nianir,,trs  the  f.illov,  v^        ■<  •      \rchibald    Robbins,  author  of 

'Rolibni^'  liuirnal,'  wa-^  in\-  fai!  -  '  \i  :  :  ■  --t  back  from  his  captivity  with 
the  Arabs,  "he  eon.huled  n^.t  t.i  -i-.r  v,y  -.eai,^  ,,n  the  ocean,  and  continued 
at  sea  till  promoted  Captain,  sailing  principally  between  the  United  States 
and  the  \\'est  India  Islands;  during  the  time,  he  was  chased  by  Ocean  Pirates. 
One  time  he  escaped  from  them,  and  one  time  was  taken.  They  boarded  his 
vessel,  and  called  on  him,  as  Captain,  to  give  up  all  the  money  he  had  on 
board.  He  had  only  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  as  he  was  loaded  for  home 
— New  York  city — with  coffee,  etc.  Not  believing  him,  they  strung  him  up  by 
the  neck,  and  pretending  to  put  a  dagger  in  his  breast,  once  came  so  near 
that  the  skin  was  cut  a  little.  This  was  done  to  scare  him  him  into  telling 
them  where  t<i  find  hi^  money.  He  had  given  them  all  when  they  first  came 
on  board.  Finally  giving;  it  up,  they  left  him,  after  taking  a  few  sacks  of 
coffee,  and  a  few  other  articles,  telling  him  to  steer  such  a  certain  course,  dur- 
ing the  day.  .\n  heir-loom,  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  is  a  small 
gold  watch,  which  he  secreted  in  a  rubbish  heap  under  the  hatchway,  as  he  was 
going  to  meet  the  pirates,  and  w^hich  they  did  not  find.  Another  time — before 
his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Captain — he  was  going  to  France  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  as  supercargo  or  clerk  of  the  cargo,  during  the  war  of  1812,  with  Eng- 
land. The  vessel  was  taken  by  the  English  war  ships  and  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner and  lay  in  Halifax  Prison  twelve  months,  or  till  the  war  was  over.     Soon 


after  the  experience  with  the  pirates,  he  quit  the  seas,  and  settled  at  Rocky 
Hill,  Connecticut;  in  1836  he  moved  to  Solon,  Ohio,  where  he  started  the 
town  and  lived  there  till  his  death,  in  the  winter  of  1859-60."  The  widow 
of  Archibald  Robbins  died  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  in  1883. 


MARY  T.  SMITH, 
^laiy  T.,  youngest  cliild  of  William  and  Catharine  Kelty  Smith, 
was  born  September  27,  1837,  at  Litchfield,  IS'ew  York. 

With  curly  hair,  and  bird-like  voice,  she  was  the  pet  of  the  fam- 
ily at  home,  anil  sjicriully  of  lioi-  father, as  he  was  hers.  She  always 
(k'liL:iit(.Ml  to  be  wiili  bim.  ;niiii-iii--  him  with  her  childish  ways  and 
watchful  care.  Her  c;uv  i'm-  lit  r  father  in  his  oldageisvery  pleasantly 
remembered.  She  was  married  to  Wilfred  F.  Hale,!N'ovember  25,  1869, 
at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Robbins,  at  Clinton,  Iowa. 
Their  children  are : 

Katie  A.,  born  May  17,  1874,  at  Solon,  Ohio. 
Anna  C,  born  February  24,  1876.     Died  January  11,  1S77. 
Fred  S.,  born  March,  1884. 


THE  HOME  AT  LITCHFIELD. 

In  1793  Richai'd  Smith  removed  from  Long  Island,  to  Litditield, 
Herkimer  Comity,  Xew  York,  making  a  pm-chase  of  about  500  acres 
of  land.  With  his  wife  and  family  of  four  children,  with  a  cnnsider- 
alile  portion  of  his  means  in  Continental  money,  and  Avith  a  surplus  of 
manly  energy  and  enterprise,  he  entered  upon  pioneer  life. 

Since  that  period,  how  wonderful  are  the  changes  that  have  taken  i^lace! 
The  centuries  preceding  seem  barren  compared  with  the  last,  lii.m  terri- 
tory which  was  then  almost  unexplored,  are  now  found  populous  and  wealthy 
cities.  The  lumbering  stage  coach;  the  canals;  have  been  fo||,,u.ii  by  rail- 
roads which  "bring  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth  to-eii,'  ;  '  -  •  ■rr.;'..  in- 
vention has  chained  the  lightning  and  it  carries  our  mess,,'.  ■  . ;  ni 
Europe  and  we  receive  a  response  within  a  few  hours.  1  :  ...  the 
telephone  and  electric  light,  foreshadow  achievements  in  tin  iiaan,  \\;i;(  h  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive. 

The  story  of  the  past!  The  story,  and  the  memories  of  our  forefathers, 
show  by  what  "toilsome  ways  they  followed  the  Star  of  Empire  westward, 
and  made  the  paths  of  civilization  smooth  for  their  children's  feet!" 

The  traveler  from  Utica,  in  the  times  of  which  we  write,  found  his 
most  direct  route  to  Litchfield,  to  lie  over  the  Frankfort  Hills — then  a 
wilderness — and  experienced  the  hardships  incident  to  the  times. 

Richard  Smith's  son,  William,  became  the  owner,  by  purchase,  of 
about  140  acres  of  the  above  tract  of  land,  wl»ich  includeda  gem  of  a  lake 
covering  about  fortj'  acres,  and  which  for  many  years  bore  his  name,  but 
which  is  now  known  as  Cedar  Lake.  Into  its  clear  waters  on  one  side 
were  cast  the  shadows  of  cedars,  the  shore  and  bottom  being  marl.  On 
the  other  side  a  bolder,  gravelly  border  met  the  eye.  Its  waters  were 
deep,  with  little  inlet,  its  supplies  coming  from  springs,  and  its  outlet 
was  a  brook  of  good  dimensions.  Here  were  favoring  circumstances  for 
abundant  suiijily  of  lish,  among  which  were  found  "  speckled  trout."  In 
the  spring  and  fall  of  the  j'ear,  on  its  bosomi-ested  numerous  flocks  of 
wild  ducks  and  geese.  Xo  pond  lilies  were  ever  so  fragrant  as  those 
that  grew  in  its  waters. 

In  "Wild  Flower  Portraiture,"  occurs  this  passage:  "There  are  grow- 
ing in   Cedar   Lake,  Litchfield,   Herkimer   County,  New  York,  a  species  of 


white  water  lily,  which  are  smaller,  more  delicate  and  more  fragrant  than  those 
commonly  known.  Its  green  leaves  are  the  size  and  shape  of  a  colt's  foot." 
[There  also  are  found  a  variety  of  univalve  shells,  very  minute,  but  of  inter- 
est to  the  student  in  conchology,  because  pronounced  rare. — £d.^ 

Oil  rising  ground,  fronting  the  lake,  was  built  the  house — at  first 
of  logs.  As  settlers  came  and  made  homes,  the  wish  for  religimir^  and 
educational  privileges  resulted  in  the  huilding  of  a  school  hun<e,  and 
establishing  a  school.  William  Smith  and  Aaron  Goodier  took  stejis 
for  the  formation  of  a  church  organization  of  the  Methodist  (k'luaiii- 
uation,  which  held  their  services  in  the  school  house.  Mr.  Smith  ami 
Aaron  Goodier  were  licensed  as  local  preachers,  and,  for  many  years, 
conducted  religious  services  on  those  Sabbaths  which  were  not  supplied 
by  circuit  preachers.  It  is  related  that  Lorenzo  Dow  found  his  way 
to  William  Smith's,  for  it  was  known  that  the  "  latch  string"  was 
always  out — ministers,  brethren  and  friends  were  welcomed  in  season 
and  out  of  season.  The  eloquent  and  pious  Lorenzo  Dow  was  an 
"  itinerant  evangelist,"  widely  known,  whose  long  hair  and  beard 
"  seemed  to  give  an  apostolic  effect  to  his  ministr}'."  He  preached 
under  the  butternut  tree  in  Mr.  Smith's  "door-yard,"  and  created  a 
sensation  among  the  large  assembly  of  people  gathered  to  hear  him. 
Before  leaving,  he  made  an  appointment,  to  preach  in  the  same  place 
"that  day  two  years,"  which  appointmeuthe  kept,  and  his  wife,  Peggy, 
came  with  him.  They  came  on  horseback,  Peggy  riding  behind.  At 
tlie  close  of  the  services,  without  dismissing  the  assemblage,  he  disap- 
peared without  a  word.  The  people  waited,  supposing  he  would 
return,  but  he  did  not. 

The  good  seed  planted  by  ilr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Goodier,  flourished, 
and  the  fruit  was  seen  in  the  morality  and  prosperity  of  the  surround- 
ing community. 

Here  was  born  to  William  Smith,  a  patriarchial  family — seventeen 
children.  Fifteen  of  the  seventeen  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
The  sons  were  trained  to  liealthy  labor,  finding  their  sports  in  hunting, 


fisliing,  swimming,  rowing,  &c.,  with  good  variety  of  neigliljorliood 
{lartie:^.  singing   schools,  spelling   schools,  balls,  hall-playing,  militia 

To  this  retired  home,  alive  with  the  hum  of  industry,  came  relat- 
ives and  friends  fi'om  the  busy  world,  and  gave,  Avith  l)ooks,  the  stim- 
ulus to  intellects  ready  to  grasp,  and  to  he  ea7■apport,^Ylth  the  progress 
and  forces  of  the  period. 

Time  passed,  and  the  children  became  men  and  women,  and  one  by 
one  passed  out  from  the  home,  into  the  world,  bearing  their  own 
responsibilities,  in  lives  full  of  activity  and  usefulness. 

"  I  like  that  ancient  Saxon  phrase,  which  calls 
The  burial  place  '  God's  acre'— it  is  just; 
It  consecrates  each  grave  wkliin  its  walls. 

And  breathes  a  benison  .I'cr  the  sleeping  dust." 
In  the  family  burying  plot,  on  \\'iiruiiii  Smith's  farm,  lie  his  father 
and  mother,  two  of  his  wives,  his  young  children,  and  others  more  dis- 
tantly related  to  him.     The  family  hold  the  title  in  perpetuity. 

In  February,  1845,  Mr.  Smithsold  the  farm,  including  the  lake,  and 
in  June,  1846,  removed,  with  his  family,  to  Bedford,  Ohio.  The  chil- 
dren will  remember  their  father's  description  of  the  home  at  Litch- 
lield  : 

O,  solitude!  thou  sweet  retreat,  from  pride  and  bustle  free. 
This  is  the  place  where  friendship  dwells,  it's  well  it  is  for  me. 
No  stately  dome  of  nobler  size  is  built  to  feast  our  pride, 
A  cottage  small,  yet  room  for  all  who  in  our  host  confide. 
As  for  our  cheer,  cider  or  beer;  say  mutton,  beef,  or  ham. 
Coffee  or  tea,  whate'er  it  be,  'tis  all  alike  to  him. 
The  butternut  and  willow  green,  they  form  a  pleasant  shade, 
While  trees  of  nobler  size  appear,  as  by  nature  inade. 
The  silver  fount  that  lies  in  front,  it  forms  a  pleasing  view. 
Whose  fowl  and  fish,  would  form  a  dish,  for  Christian,  Turk  or  Jew. 
Albert  G.  remembers  the  occasion,  when  his  father  composed  the 
above  poetry. 

In  March  of  the  present  year,  Richard  C.  Smith  and  his  brother. 


AVilliam,  were  talkino;  at  Syracuse,  of  their  bojhood  at  Litchfield, 
and  like  his  father,  "  Richard's"  thoughts  found  poetical  expression,  as 
f.llows: 

HOME    MEMORIES. 

While  thinkiiin-  of  the  times  of  old, 
Sweet  memories  to  my  mind  unfold; 
The  scenes  of  childhood  and  of  youth, 
So  real,  and  the  living  truth. 

The  place,  the  old  paternal  hearth, 
The  dearest  spot  on  all  the  earth; 
The  rearing  place  of  loved  ones  here, 
And  loved  ones  that  have  gone  before. 

The  generous  place  for  wooden  fire, 
The  chair  that  held  our  sainted  sire; 
Furniture,  all,  both  old  and  new. 
Appears  in  panoramic  view. 

Still  other  objects  fresh  as  light. 
Open  up  to  memory's  sight. 
And  to  her  longings  do  respond 
And  show  the  meadow  and  the  pond. 


The  butternut,  willow,  ap 

lie  and  thorn, 

Are  fresh  to  mv  vision  as 

on  childhood's  morn; 

The  orchard,  the  garden. 

wagon  house  and  barn 

Appear,  as  of  yore,  on  th 

s  old  homestead  farm. 

I  extend  my  vision  and  cover  more  space. 
To  the  rocky  shore  and  swimming  place, 
Where  hills  are  covered  with  hemlocks  grand. 
While  cedars  border  the  limpid  strand. 

The  south  hill,  with  its  rounded  dome, 
Where  cattle  and  horses  were  wont  to  roam, 
Would  oft  require  the  boy  most  fleet. 
To  bring  them  home  from  their  lone  retreat. 

Still  follow  around  to  the  north  and  west, 
To  limekiln,  quarry  and  phoebe's  nest, 
Where  by  the  instinct  of  nature,  on  each  comir 
They  return  to  the  cove  their  young  ones  to  rea 


The  sports  of  our  childhood  demand  of  us  room, 
In  hilarious  tones  saying,  "Give  us  a  boom." 
They  are  so  numerous,  uproarious  and  loud 
They'll  scarcely  be  covered  with  poesies  shroud. 

In  winter's  long  evenings,  the  chores  being  done, 
'Round  the  old  kitchen  fire  was  plenty  of  fun — 
Fox  and  geese,  checkers,  with  jokes  passing  fast — 
Pop-corn,  nuts,  apples  and  cider  complete  the  repast. 

When  Old  Sol's  warming-pan  softened  the  air. 
The  clans  from  seclusion  are  off  on  a  tare. 
To  camp-fire  and  sugar  bush  eagerly  went. 
Having  robbed  all  the  hen-roosts,  because  it  was  lent. 

With  fishing,  hunting,  boating  and  swimming, 

Base-ball  and  barn  ball,  hie-spy  and  skating, 

Add  to  the  melee  and  give  it  a  zest, 

And  more  of  like  kindre; — but — Oh,  give  us  a  rest!" 

The  inspiration  of  the  subject  also  fell  upon  Charles  R.  Smith, 
whose  muse  touches  the  chords  of  memory,  sending  forth  tones  clear 
and  sweet  as  those  of  his  hrotlier,  Richard  C.  Smith. 

TO  THE  HOME  AT  LITCHFIELD,  N.  Y. 

The  home  of  my  youth — 

Through  the  vista  of  years. 
What  joys  and  what  sorrows. 

What  smiles  and  what  tears. 
Have  illumined  my  life. 

Or  saddened  its  hours — 
Now  darkened  in  shadow. 

Now  brightened  with  flowers. 

The  home  of  my  youth — 

How  sacred  the  shrine! 
How  hallow'd  the  mem'ries 

That  'round  it  entwine. 
From  life's  early  manhood. 

To  life's  ripest  age — 
From  the  pranks  of  the  boy. 

To  the  whims  of  the  sage. 


Three-score  and  twelve  years — 

Where  once  used  to  s;ro\v 
The  brown  locks  luxuriant, 

Now  whitened  to  snow, — 
Have  failed  to  erase, 

Or  even  impair, 
The  tints  of  the  picture 

Once  stereotyped  there. 

The  green  where  we  played 

So  joyous  and  free, 
In  the  wide  spreading  shade 

Of  the  butternut  tree — 
Or  willow,  with  branches 

Gold-tinted,  and  slim — 
Loud,  boisterous  with  mirth. 

We  played  with  a  vim. 

Just  north  of  the  lawn- 
No  w  passed  from  the  earth 

Where  brethren  and  sisters. 
And  I,  had  our  birth — 

The  roof  that  then  shelter'd,— 
The  fire  that  then  warmed,— 

The  crane  and  the  hooks 
That  the  fire-place  adorned. 

The  basement  fronts  eastward, 

And  near  is  the  well. 
No  carpets  or  pictures 

Of  luxury  tell. 
But  the  frugal  board 

With  Thanksgiving  spread — 
Health  bloomed  on  each  cheek. 

Touched  with  amber  or  red. 

Time  makes  pungent  changes, 

Or  graceful  or  rude. 
From  plain  honest  clothes. 

To  the  garb  of  the  'dude.' 
So  the  highly  esthetic 

Did  liberties  take — 
Changed  honest  '  Smith's  Pond,' 

To  dude  'Cedar  Lake." 


Oh,  beautiful  lake! 

Bright,  sparkling  and  clear — 
While  mem'ry  remains, 

Will  to  mem'ry  be  dear; 
In  the  shimmer  of  sunlight, 

Or  moon's  paler  ray, 
Thv  glories  still  haunt  me, 

And  will  not  away! 

Well  now  I  recall 

The  old  log  canoe — 
The  place  where  we  fished. 

And  the  pond  lilies  too; 
The  steep  gravelly  bank, 

Near  the  cedars  so  slim — 
So  joyous  and   happy. 

We  oft  took  a  swim. 

In  winter,  old   Boreas 

As  shivering  clasped — 
With  ice-stiffen'd  hands 

The  lake  as  he  passed — 
Its  late  limpid  waters 

As  fast  as  a  vise — 
As  clfar  now  as  crystal. 

Is  smooth  glary  ice. 

'Hurrah!'  for  the  skates! 

The  ring  of  the  steel — 
On  bright  moonlight  nights, 

Like  music,  the  peal. 
Now  forward,  now  backward, 

Now  fast  and  now  slow; 
Now  circling  in  eddies — 

Like  meteors  we  go! 

Bright  scenes  of  the  past. 

While  life  shall  remain, 
'Tis  a  joy  to  rehearse. 

And  live  over  again, 
'Til  silent  forever. 

And  laid  down  to  rest — 
Shall  the  home  of  my  youth 

Forever  be  blest! 


Matthias  AI.  Siiiitli  writes  as  follows:  "W.  H.  II.  will  perhaps 
remember  the  old  kitchen  at  home — the  oven  and  the  lire- 
place  ; — the}'  are  Ijrought  to  my  mind  as  the  youngsters  sing 
the  song  that  I  send  to  you,  and  sonictinics  it  makes  a  little  lump  in 
my  throat." 

THE  OLD  KITCHEN    FLOOR. 

"  Back  in  m\  wanderings  m\  thoughts  ha\e  been  cast, 
lo  the  cot  where  the  hnnis  of  m\  c  hildhood  were  passed. 
I  lo%e  all  Its  rooms,  to  t'  1  ill, 

But  that  blessed  old  kn  1   in   ill' 

Its  chairs  and  its  tabks  uld  be, 

\nd  all  Its  surrounding-,  wcic  s  n  icd  tu  me 
From  the  nail  on  the  ceiling  to  the  latch  on  the  door — 
I  lo\e  e\er}  crack  on  that  old  kitchen  floor. 

I  remember  the  Mr     p'  '  >h   ii   uth  hi^h   and  wide, 

■\nd  th.      lit  r       1  b\   its  side. 

Out  ot   \\1  I  111.  puddings  and  pies, 

Which  t  iiii\   i  I      II  e\es, 

\nd  old  -St    \ 

Came  down  l\  ,s  to  hll. 

But  the  dean    i  ^t  irt  — 

\re,  dear  moti  i  I  itt  hen  fluor. 

To  night  those  old  \isiuns  come  back  at  their  will, 

But  the  wheel  and  its  music  fore%er  are  still. 

1  he  band  is  moth  e  iten,  the  w  heel  laid  away, 

\nd  the  hngers  that  turned  it,  he  mouldering  in  clay. 

But  that  sacred  old  hearthstone— 

'lis  in  Msion,  just  as   twas  then, 

\nd  the  \oices  of  children  ring  out  there  again, 

And  the  sun  through  the  window  shines  in  as  of  yore, 

But  it  sees  other  feet  on  that  old  kitchen  floor. 

I  ask  not  for  treasures,  but  this  I  would  crave, 
That  when  the  lips  speaking  are  closed  in  the  grave. 
My  children  would  gather  theirs,  round  by  their  side. 
And  tell  them  of  a  mother  that  long  ago  died. 
'Twould  be  more  enduring,  far  dearer  to  me, 
Than  inscription  on  marble  or  granite  could  be, 
To  know  they  tell  often,  as  I  did  of  yore. 
Of  a  mother  they  loved,  on  that  old  kitchen  floor." 


Matthias  M.  says :  "  My  earlj^  recollections  of  our  old  home  at 
Litchtielcl,  and  its  surroundings  ;  of  father  and  mother,  with  their 
good  example,  and  good  advice,  and  watchful  care ;  of  brothers  and 
sisters  coming  and  going;  of  the  thousand  and  one  cousins  and  friends 
who  visited  at  father's,  and  always  found  a  hearty  welcome  at  his 

'  Cottage  small, 
Yet  room  for  all,  who  in  their  host  confide,' 

are  all  of  the  pleasantest  kind. 

I  think  mother  inherited  her  father's  humor  and  her  mother's  dig- 
nity. She  could  be  very  dignified,  but  she  greatly  enjoyed  a  good  joke. 
I  remember  a  young  Methodist  minister  once  said  to  her,  '  Sister  Smith, 
Paul  says  we  must  not  joke.'  Brother  Seth  was  present  and  made  the 
remark  that,  '  Mother  could  not  live  if  she  could  not  joke.'  The 
preacher  groaned  and  subsided.  Father  was  different  in  that  respect — 
hardly  ever  joked — his  line  of  conduct  was  marked  out  by  the  Bible 
and  the  ]\Ietliodist  diseij.line.  I  remember  his  sitting  once  in  the  pul- 
|iit,  when  the  iireaclRT  run  his  discourse  into  an  abolition  harangue. 
He  had  not  proceeded  far,  before  father  took  his  hat  and  cane,  saying, 
'  Brother  Lee,  you  had  better  preach  the  Gospel,'  and  left  the  pulpit 
and  church,  showing  his  strong  convictions  and  stronger  will." 

Mrs.  Anna  Robbins  writes  of  her  father,  and  her  recollections  of 
the  life  at  Litchfield,  as  follows:  "Father's  strong  characteristic  was 
his  love  to  God,  and  he  came  the  nearest  to  loving  his  neighbor  as 
himself,  of  anyone  I  ever  knew.  He  was  a  Christian  i7i  deed.  The 
fifteenth  Psalm  describes  him.  "When  there  was  so  much  trouble 
between  the  Methodist  Church,  North  and  South,  a  Wesleyan  preacher 
had  the  pulpit  in  the  Litchfield  church  one  Sunday,  and  abused  the  old 
Mother  Church  terribly.  Father  stood  it  as  long  as  he  could,  (he  sat 
in  the  pulpit).  At  last,  when  there  was  a  little  lull  in  the  fiery  talk  of 
the  young  preacher.  Father  rose  up,  took  his  hat,  and  turning  to  him, 
said  :  'My  young  brother,  I  would  advise  you  to  pi'each  Christ  on  the 


Sabbath,  and  let  politics  alone,'  and  walked  out  at  a  pretty  quick  gait. 
Mother  was  j^resent,  and  was  in  doubt  whether,  out  of  respect  for  her 
husband,  she  ought  not  to  have  gone  out  too,  but  she  did  not. 

William  can  tell  you  about  the  quarterly  meetings  under  the  shade 
of  butternut  and  willow,  our  house  as  free  as  the  yard,  and  the  great 
loaves  of  bread  and  quart;  r.  of  mutton,  baked  to  help  feed  the  hungry 
multitude.  Father  would  never  allow  anyone  to  be  talked  aljout,  par- 
ticularly anyone  that  had  been  visiting  us.  When  we  wanted  to  do 
that,  we  looked  out  that  father  was  not  around. 

I  remember  hearing  Aunt  Gird  say  that,  there  was  great  joy  when 
father  brought  mother  home.  I  remember  her  telling  how  the  chil- 
dren would  come  over  there  of  errands,  and  they  would  want  them 
to  stay  ;  but  they  never  could  only  sit  a  little  while,  when  they  would 
wonder  if  '  mother'  didn't  want  this,  or  if  '  mother'  didn't  want  that. 
She  said  they  seemed  so  glad  to  say,  '  mother,'  and  put  it  in  every 
opportunity.  Mother  always  remembered  many  little  characteristic 
traits  of  her  first  boys.  Charles  was  a  great  favorite.  He  Avas  old 
enough  to  be  quite  a  companion.  She  said  they  had  very  nice  apples 
the  first  fall  she  was  at  Litchfield,  and  one  kind  she  was  very  fond  of; 
he  had  a  way  of  finding  the  best,  and  slyly  slipping  them  in  her  jtoeket 
or  lap,  that  she  thought  very  charming. 

When  Albert  was  going  to  Utica,  in  the  Postoflice,  mother  was 
giving  him  the  usual  going  over  that  boys  have  to  take  when  the}'^ 
leave  home.  When  she  got  through,  she  said  Albert  looked  up  at  her 
and  said,  '  Do  you  think  I  am  going  there  to  steal  ?'  I  remember 
mother  telling  about  her  first  visit,  after  her  marriage  to  father,  to 
Grandmother  Kelty  at  Peterboro.  She  said  she  fixed  Albert  and  took 
him  along — she  thought  he  was  very  handsome.  Grandma  Kelty  said 
the  first  thing,  '  I  know  very  well  why  you  brought  this  one, — ^}-ou 
thought  him  the  handsomest,  but  for  my  jiart,  I  like  the  look^  of  Ben- 


jamin  4uitc  as  well'     Father  was  so  fourl  of  Rieliard  that  she  was 
reiiiiiuU'il  of  Jacob  and  Benjamin. 

Tliankfnrs  visits  were  always  looked  forward  to  with  pleasure.  In 
letters  written  hy  her  forty  years  ago,  I  find  her  wishing  that  she  was 
at  Litchtield  to  dress  Mary's  new  doll,  and  for  me  to  be  patient  and  she 
would  make  my  new  dress  for  me,  when  she  came.  At  Collinsville, 
near  Turin,  lived  a  young  minister  who  used  to  call  upon  her.  She  one 
day  made  for  him  a  pretty-  bouquet,  and  when  sli.-  invsrutcd  it,  lie  said 
tliat.  '  he  did  not  love  flowers.'  She  sent  tn  him  rh.'  ..ri-inal  jioetry, 
a  ec  '\  <y  of  which  I  send  to  you.     I  have  presoi'\i  •!  lit  fur  ( i  v^r  i\  n-ty  years. 

Oh,  say  not,  you  love  not  the  heavenly  flowers. 
In  beautv  upspringing, 
In  aracefuhiess  clinging, 


Each  chahce  enshrining 
The  spirit  of  joy  in  summer  hours. 

Oh!  sav  not — beheve  not,  no  usefuhiess  glows, 

In  languacre  unspoken, 

In  sleeping  unwoken. 

Or  breathing  no  token_, 
Nor  essence  of  wisdom  from  the  heart  of  the  ro; 

There's  a  silence  that  speaketh, 

A  glory  that  breaketh, 

A  sleeping  that  waketh 
In  light  and  truth,  from  each  petal  that  blows. 

And  each  bud  that  unfoldeth  its  beautiful  crest 

To  the  breathings  of  heaven, 

Is  to  man  given. 

Like  sweet  missions  riven 
From  gardens  of  Eden  or  paradise  blest. 

In  truthfulness  bearing 

Lessons  unsparing, 

Modestlv  wearing 
The  glorious  impress  of  God  in  its  breast. 


The  old  hoiae  and  snrroundiug.s  m-m  like  a  pleasant  dreani.  AVhen 
we  \v(i-c  cliildren,  our  great  eujovmeut  \va.s  when  Mary  Mervine,  Anna 
(iiiil  ami  her  lirother,  Henry,  came  out  from  Utica  to  spend  the  siim- 
nur  vaiatiiius,  at  John  Gird's  or  'Uncle  "William's.'  The  excursions 
for  berries,  tishing  and  boating.  We  danced  in  John  Gird's  parlor, 
and  at  our  house  in  the  back  room  up  stairs.  'Joe  Bunker'  iilavid  the 
violin  for  us.  ['Joe'  was  a  colored  boy,  picked  up  at  Boston,  liy  Cap- 
tain M<rviiic,  who  grew  up  in  the  neighborhood,  and  was  a  great 
favnritc  witli  t\\v  white  boys,  joining  in  their  sports,  of  ball-playing, 
running,  cVc. — never  forgetting  his  place,  and  conceded  to  be  the  cham- 
pion jumper,  and  wrestler  of 'the  town.— W.  H.  H.  S.] 

Anna  (iird  was  a  great  addition  to  our  summer  fun  and  rambles. 
She  \\(inl(l  wt-ave  the  most  beautiful  stories,  and  one  time,  that  we  all 
WLiit  to  tin-  •  wind-fair  to  get  berries,  she  was  romancing,  as  usual,  and 
lust  one  uf  her  shoes.  It  was  never  noticed,  till  Aunt  Gird's  (^her 
gra ndmother's)  eye  fell  on  her — slie  knew  nothing  about  it.  Her  stories 
\\-ere  published  in  Godei/s  Lady's  Book,hetween  thirty  and  forty  years 
auo.  with  the  nom  de  plume  of  Isabella  Jocelyn.  I  remember  -The 
( iivaf  11. .UM."  and  'The  Gate  House.'  She  and  Matt,  were  always  plaii- 
ninu'  t.igoTliur.  Jimmie  was  a  cheery  boy — more  interested  in  niakini;' 
rhymes  than  in  doing  his  chores,  and  very  fond  of  stories.  Anna  (tthI 
once  wrote  a  piece  of  poetry  on  the  old  home  at  Litchtield.  I  remem- 
ber one  verse  only : 

O'er  the  meadow  brook  bendeth  the  feathery  brake, 
And  the  dark  cedars  gaze  on  the  slumbering  lake. 
How  pleasant  to  stand  on  the  soft  grassy  shore 
And  hear  the  cool  dip  of  the  quick  dashing  oar. 
I  have  a  letter  fi-om  Mary  Mervine,  written  when  we  were  twche 
years  old,  planning  to  come  to  Litchfield.  She  was  expecting  Matthias 
to  go  for  her.     Mr.  Mervine's  was  always  one  of  the  pleasant  houses. 
Aunt  Gird  and  Mrs.  Mervine  always  made  us  children  hajipy.     And 
the  Commodore's  high  position  never  affected  him.     He  thought  the 


larm  supplies  of  butter  and  eggs  from  Litchfield,  too  nice  to  be  taken 
in  at  the  back  door, — the  front  door  was  none  too  good  for  tliem.  At 
the  end  of  the  front  hall  was  another  short  hall ;  there  were  kept,  in  a 
cupboard,  Aunt  Gird's  ginger-snaps.  I  think  now  how  good  they  were. 
I  remember  the  visits  of  John  Devei-eaux,  Avho  used  to  come  from  Utica, 
for  two  or  three  days'  fishing — with  his  team,  Pat  and  Jonathan.  We 
used  to  have  a  great  deal  of  nice  company.  Mrs.  Gerrit  Smith  used  to 
come  about  once  a  year.  Mrs.  Cochrane— but  that  was  before  my  time. 
Our  friends  were  always  sending  us  the  late  books,  and  a  great  many 
letters  for  those  days.  There  were  no  clouds  of  any  kind  hanging  over 
us,  and  we  are  always  chanting  their  memories.  I  think  we  all  had  as 
pleasant  a  childhood  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  children,  and  I  often  think 
how  mother  ever  managed  with  us  all  as  she  did,  and  always  unselfish 
and  pleasant. 

[W.  H.  H.  recalls  their  mother's  ready  humor,  and  reminiscence  and 
spicy  anecdote.  She  had  a  gift  for  singing,  reading  or  repeating  Scotch' 
songs,  and  poetry.  He  and  his  brother  Richard  remember  well  a  song 
she  often  sang  about  the  house,  and  Albert  G.  adds,  '  I  often  sing  it 

'  O  lassie,  art  thou  sleeping  yet, 
Or  art  thou  wakin,  I  would  wit? 
For  love  has  bound  me  hand  and  foot, 
And  I  would  fain  be  in,  jo. 

O  let  me  in  this  ae  night, 

This  ae,  ae,  ae  night; 

For  pity's  sake,  this  ae  night, 

O  rise  and  let  me  in,  jo. 
Thou  hear'st  the  winter  wind  and  weet, 
Nae  star  blinks  through  the  driving  sleet; 
Tak  pity  on  my  weary  feet. 
And  shield  me  frae  the  rain,  jo. 

O  let  me  in  this  ae  night,  &c. 
The  bitter  blast  that  round  me  blaws 
Unheeded  howls,  unheeded  fa's; 
The  cauldness  of  thy  heart's  the  cause. 
Of  a'  mv  grief  and  pain,  jo. 

O  let  me  in,  &c. 


Her  answer : — 

0  tell  nae  me  o'  wind  and  rain, 
Upbraid  na  me  with  cauld  disdain, 
Gae  back  the  gate  ye  cam'  again, 

1  winna  let  you  in,  jo. 

I  tell  you  now  this  ae  night. 
This  ae,  ae,  ae  night; 
And  once  for  a'  this  ae  night, 
I  winna  let  you  in,  jo.'] 

No  one  was  ever  turned  from  father's  door.  I  never  saw  mother 
roused  but  once  with  people  who  came  to  be  entertained.  One  day 
that  father  had  gone  to  Utica,  a  strange  man  drove  into  the  yard  and 
stopped  under  the  butternut  tree.  He  had  an  old  crippled  man  in  the 
wagon,  and  two  jars  in  behind.  Mother  went  out,  and  the  man  driving, 
told  luT  tliat  till.'  old  man  \v:i>  his  father-in-law;  his  wife's  health  was 
|Hi.ii'.  :i:nl  they  (•(nild  ii..t  take  -aiv  .if  liim  any  longer.  The  old  man 
spoko  141  and  said  "liu  told  his  son.  if  he  would  only  take  him  to  '  Bro- 
ther Billy  Smith's,'  he  knew  he  would  take  care  of  him  ;  that  was  lin- 
iment in  the  jars,  and  he  should  have  to  be  rubbed."  By  that  time,  the 
son  had  taken  out  the  jars  from  the  wagon.  I  shall  never  forget 
mother's  look,  when  she  ordered  those  jars  to  be  put  back  in  the  wagon, 
and  told  the  son  he  could  feed  his  horse,  and  they  could  have  dinner, 
then  take  his  old  father-in-law  home  with  him.  The  old  man  said  "  it 
would  not  be  so  if  '  Brother  Billy'  was  home." 

Among  my  earliest  recollections  are  Uncle  and  Aunty  Palmer,  an 
English  couple,  who  were,  for  years,  our  help.  The  story  of  their 
coming  to  father's  was  this :  One  day  father  was  in  Utica,  and  was 
driving  over  a  bridge.  A  man  was  standing  alone  on  it.  Father  said, 
"  Why  stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle?'  He  answered  at  once,  "  Because 
no  man  hath  hired  me."  He  came  home  with  father  and  sent  for  his 
wifo.  and  they  were  always  faithful  and  true. 

LitcliHild  had  many  original  people.  Sallie  Spencer  was  one  of 
the  curiosities  of  the  place.     She  came  periodically  to  do  the  spinnini;- 


and  knitting  for  the  family.  '  Aunt  Xaljby  Catlin'  was  another.  She 
%vas  once  spending  the  afternoon  at  our  house.  She  was  expecting 
invalid  company — some  distant  relation,  and  she  said  she  '  always 
dreaded  company  that  was  kind  of  sick,  for  they  was  the  ones  that 
always  eat  her  good  victuals.'  She  drew  her  words  out  long,  and  it 
sounded  very  funny.  There  was  a  family — but  I  think  no  relation — 
by  the  name  of  Smith.  'Uncle  Solomon.'  They  lived  at  Sangerfield, 
and  tlic  faiuilits  used  to  exchange  visits.  Lucy,  a  maiden  daughter, 
was  vt  TV  -mart  and  funny.  Mother  and  she  were  great  friends.  Once, 
wlitn  making  a  visit  at  our  house,  Lucy  had  some  new  gold-rimmed 
spectacles.  Mother  says :  '  Lucy,  you  have  been  treating  youi'self  to 
some  nice  glasses.'  She  said  'yes  ;  that  the  old  maids  in  Sangerfield 
had  been  putting  their  gold  in  their  mouths,  but  she  thought  she 
Avould  hang  hers  on  her  nose."  William  will  know  if  they  were  relat- 
ives. [They  were  not. — W.  11.  11.  S.]  1  remember  how  we  all  enjoyed 
tlnir  \isirs.  My  liusliaml  thinks  it  strange  that  I  can  remember  con- 
\civati.iii-,  lirtwccii  iMMipl,.,  when  it  all  happened  so  many  years  ago, 
liiit  what  1  niiiiiiilier  is  just  as  plain  to  me  as  if  I  had  heard  it  a  week 
ago.  '  Aunt  Nabby  Catliu's'  face  stood  right  before  me,  as  I  wrote 
ul)ont  her,  and  I  should  know  her,  could  she  step  in  at  the  door.  David 
Holmes  was  one  of  the  queer  folks  of  Litchfield.  When  he  called  on 
Brother  Albert,  and  wanted  to  see  his  wife — who  was  handsome — he 
looked  at  Maria,  and  said,  '  it  reminded  him  of  what  he  once  read — 
that  it  is  not  so  much  in  the  beauty  of  the  face,  as  the  features  that  indi- 
cate good  afl:ections.'  William  will  remember  about  old  '  Daddy  Haw- 
yer.'  " 

Albert  G.  remembers  a  kind  of  crank,  and  neighborhood  oddity, 
gossip,  and  story-teller.  Dew  in,  by  name,  who  occasionally  called  at  his 
father's.  With  practised  freedom  he  would  ask  for  cider,  and  when 
brought — as  if  considerate  about  making  trouble,  would  say — '  Never 
mind  the  gla-a-ss,'  which  saying  was  humorously  reiDeated  by  his  num- 
erous entertainers. 


'  William'  remembers  '  Daddy  Ilawyer.'  He  was  an  educated  Ger- 
man who  had  formerly  been  a  Methodist  preacher,  which  was  first  his 
passport  to  the  hospitalities  of  his  father's  house,  where  he  spent  many 
summers.  His  winters  were  spent  with  relatives  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cherry  Valley,  New  York.  He  used  to  come  with  his  horse  and 
wagon,  and  collected  mints  through  the  country,  from  which  he  distil- 
led essences  in  a  little  building  owned  by  Elder  Goodier. 

He  also  remembers  Soden.  Soden  was  a  young  Englishman  who 
spent  two  or  more  years  at  his  father's.  His  family,  formerly  wealthy, 
Were  :irist<Miatii\  and  he  was  college-bred,  with  the  sporting  tastes, 
iisuallx  iiidiil-vil  in  by  yoimg  men  in  his  position.  He  brought  with 
liiiii  a  rase,  with  ti ue  English  gun,  and  complete  outfit,  with  fine  sports- 
iiuurs  clothing.  He  was  an  accomplished  flute-player  and  fine  singer. 
With  his  elegant  flute,  he  would  take  a  station  about  forty  rods  from 
the  barn,  and  wake  a  clear  double  echo — one  from  the  barn,  and  one 
from  the  hills  across  the  lake.  There  seemed  to  have  been  some 
romantic  disappointment  in  his  life,  which  was  the  cause  of  his  leav- 
ing home,  and  at  the  time  that  he  came  to  father's,  he  was  destitute  of 
money,  and  anxious  to  earn  a  living,  but  said  he  '  didn't  know  what 
he  could  do,'  and  father  asked  him  if  he  didn't  think  he  could  turn  a 
tanning  mill  ?' 

"William"  also  remembers  tlie  home  orchard,  where  grew  tlie 
'  Mother '  apple,  large,  juicy  fruit ;  the  '  Orrin "  apple,  yellow  and 
mealy,  often  cracking  open  ;  the  '  Nathaniel '  apple,  fine  winter  fruit 
for  eating  or  cooking ;  the  '  Seth  '  apple  ;  the  '  Richard  '  apples,  large 
and  lusciniis  in  lidyliiiiurs  days,  iiiai;nitie(l  by  memory, — were  found  in 
late  iiianli.H,.|..lisii.iM,intin- in  sizraml   (|na]ity!       Also,    the   'Thief 

"  William  "  remembers  that  in  those  days,  novelties  in  the  line  of 
amusements  were  rare,  and  that  the  "lads  and  lassies  of  the  back 
countrie  "  Imilod  as  a   treat,   the  ap]ienniiice   in    the  neighborhood  of 


"  Old  Sickles "  and  his  show.  He  made  his  annual  circuit  from 
Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson,  and  "  no  man  was  better  known  and  none 
was  half  so  popular."  Thirty  years  after  the  old  showman  had  re- 
tired with  his  laurels,  and  a  fortune,  he  and  his  show  were  graphically 
described — and  as  memory  holds  the  picture: 

"  He  was  a  Lotu  Dutchman  and  hailid  from  the  Hudson.  He  drove  a 
/////(■  span  of  horses,  before  a  /////<  wa;;(in,  m  which  he  carried  a  little  sliow, 
(yclept  a  puppet)  exhibiting  that  mournful  little  melodrama,  "  The  Babes  in  the 
Woods,"  also,  a  mimic  sea-fight  between  the  'Constitution'  and  the  '  Gur- 
riere  '  and  a  desperate  encounter  between  hideous  sea-monsters.  Arrived 
at  the  country  inn,  the  wonderful  show  was  taken  into  the  great  ball-room, 
one  end  of  which  was  curtained  off  for  the  stage,  where  the  precious  freight 
was  deposited,  the  other  was  fitted  up  with  rude  seats  of  coarse  deals  for 
admiring  spectators. 

The  walls  were  ornamented  with  fresh  evergreens,  and  decorated  at 
regular  intervals  with  candles  arranged  for  illumination.  When  the  hour 
arrived  for  the  performance,  the  jolly  showman  appeared  at  the  footlights 
to  an  appreciating  audience  gathered  from  the  surrounding  hamlets,  and  an- 
nounced the  programme  for  the  evening.  He  then  sang  a  song  and  disap- 
peared behind  the  screen.  The  curtain  rose  and  then  appeared  the  innocent 
babes,  in  shape  and  size  of  a  child's  doll,  led  by  their  cruel  uncle,  in  size  a 
trifle  larger — walking  hand  in  hand  through  a  simulated  wood.  He  desires 
them  to  remain  while  he  goes  in  search  of  food,  intending  to  leave  them  there 
to  perish.  They  wander  about,  feeding  on  berries,  until  exhausted  they  lie 
down  and  die.  Soon  appears  a  robin  red-breast,  and  with  hurried  flight 
gathers  the  fallen  leaves  and  covers  their  litde  bodies.  An  angel  then 
alights,  casts  a  sorrowful  look  at  the  dead  infants — extends  a  hand  to  each, 
flaps  her  wings,  and  soars  with  them  above. 

A  new  scene  appears — the  cruel  UncL-  stung  with  remorse,  returns  and 
meets  a  tragic  fate.  The  curtain  drops,  amidst  the  tears  of  children,  the 
sighs  and  admiration  of  the  elders.  "Sickles"  was  a  most  comical  as  well 
as  a  most  versatile  genius.  He  was  stag*"  manager,  actor,  fiddler,  singer, 
supernumerary,  doorkeeper,  &c. — he  playea  the  violin,  he  sang  the  songs, 
he  announced  the  programme,  explained  the  scenes,  managed  the  wires, 
and  did  the  ventriloqual  speaking  for  the  puppets.  His  family  and  descen- 
dants are  among  the  most  aristocratic  and  distinguished  in  the  land.  The 
Hon.  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  late  Secretary  of  Legation  to  Spain,  and  later  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  was  the  •  nephew  of  his  Uncle,'  the  distinguished  showman." 


THE   FAMILY  OF     "SEARS" 

Came  originally  from  Dutchess  County,  Long  Island.  Its  repre- 
sentatives were  formerly  found  living,  in  New  York  State,  at  Butter- 
nuts, Unadilla,  Sackett's  Harbor,  Oswego  and  Skaneateles. 

Thankful  Sears  was  married  at  South  End,  Dutchess  Co.,  L.  I., 
t.i  William  Smith,  of  Litchfield,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec  27,  1793. 
Slic  iWviX  July  28,  1808,  leaving  five  children.  (See  "William 
Smith.") 

Anna  Sears,  a  cousin  of  Thankful  Sears  (Smith),  was  born  June  30, 
1760.  She  died  in  1857,  aged  97  years.  She  married,  in  1783,  Isaac 
Crane,  and  lived  four  miles  from  Litchfield,  N.  Y.  One  daughter 
was  Mrs.  Plumb,  who  was  mother  of  Mrs.  Timothy  Porter,  and  grand- 
mother of  Geo.  A.  Porter,  of  Syracuse,  jST.  Y.  One  son.  Hunter  Crane, 
lived  many  years  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  Oswego,  N.  Y.  A  brother 
of  Isaac  Crane,  Joseph  Crane,  married  Mary  Smith,  who  was  daughter 
of  Richard  Smith,  and  sister  of  William  Smith.  (See  "Mary 
Smith.") 

One  sister  of  Anna  Sears  (Crane)  married Jewett,  of  Skane- 
ateles, N".  Y.,  and  was  the  mother  of  Freeborn  Jewett,  and  grand- 
mother of  William  Jewett,  of  that  village. 


— ^eAp-.- 


THE  FAMILY  OF  " 

ROCKWELL." 

Joshua  Rockwell  was  one  nttV>ur  In 

<. tilers.      The  other  three  were 

Edward,  Zebulon  and  Nodiali.      I<.hva 

■d"s  son,  Samuel  Rockwell,  re- 

sides  in  New  York  city. 

Joshua  Rockwell  and  Rlioda  Doud 
Conn. 

were  married  at  Middletown, 

Their  children  were : 

1.  Joshua,  located  in  Illinois. 

2.  Hannah,  married   Asahel  Iligl).^ 

•  and   lived  at  New   Hartford, 

N.  Y. 

3.  Caleb,  resides  in  Ohio. 

4.  Rhoda,  was  united   in   niarria:;T 

Oct.   28,  1809,  with   William 

Smith,  of  Litchtield,  Herkimer  Oo.,  X 

Y.     She  died  May  25,  1822. 

(See  "William  Smith.") 

5.  Phebe,  unmarried,   liwd  at   Tu 

•in,   Lewis   Co.,  N.   Y.,  and  at 

Auburn,  IST.  Y.     She  died  at  Turin,  A 

j.ril  2,  18r,2.       Upon   tlie  deatb 

of  her  sister,  Rhoda  Smith,  at  Litditic 

l.i,   she   adopted   Tliankful,  tlie 

only  daughter  of  six  ehiMreu  left  m, 

tlierless.       Her   will    bore   testi- 

mony  to'lier  affection  tor  tlie  cliiM  of 

leraloption.  Mrs.  Tliankful  S. 

Russell. 

WILL. 

AuruR.v,  August   17,    1855. 

I,  Phebe  Rockwell,  of  the  town  of  Ai 
of  New  York,  do  give  and  bequeatlie  ti 
share  of  the  house  in  West  Turin  in  whi.  1 
individual  half  of  two  acres  of   land   on   u 
niece,  Thankful  S.  Russell,  I  give  and  beq 
of  my  property;  the  other  half  to  be   equ 
labez   Rockwell's  four   children,  namelv: 
well,  M.  Therese  Rockwell,  and  Egbert'C' 

uirn.  couiitv  of  Cayuga,  and  State 
inv  brother,  Jabez    Rockwell,  my 
he  now  resides,  together  with  the 
hich  the   house  stands,  and  to  my 
ueathe,  one-half  of  the   remainder 
ally   divided    between    my  brother 
Abigail  Rockwell,  Mary  F.  Rock- 
Rockwell. 

And   I    appoint    my   brother,    Jabez    Rockwell,  and    R.  F.  Russell   my 

PHEBE  ROCKWELL,   [l.s.] 
R.  F.   Russell,  Auburn,   N.  Y.,  )  c„k.^.;k;„„  Wf  ,»c.»c 
James    Folger,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  \  Subscnbmg  Witnesses. 

6.  Sarah,  lived  at  Turin. 

7.  Enoch,  lived  at  Turin. 

9"  Eli£'  1  Twins— lived  in  Ohio.     Deceased. 

10.  Jabez,  died  May,  1876,  at  his  home  at  Turin.  He  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y. 

11.  Cornelia,  deceased. 

12.  Richard,  deceased. 

13.  Seth,  drowned  at  the  age  ot  three  years. 

1  r'   [  Twins — died  in  infancy. 

The  descendants  of  Joshua  Rockwell  became  widely  scattered. 
Several  of  them  remained  in  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  others  were  living  in 
Pennsylvania-;  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio ;  in  or  near  northwestern  Ken- 
tucky, and  in  Michigan. 


THE  FAMILY  OF  "KELTY." 
John  Keltj'  and  Mai-garet  Connor  were  married  in  JSTew  Jersey, 
where  three  of  their  eight  children  were  born.      The  other  five   were 
born  at  Morrisania,  N.  Y. 

1.  Samuel^ — ^died  aged  one  year. 

2.  Jane,  married  David  Gray.  Lived  at  Deerfield,  Oneida  Co.,  N. 
Y.     Twelve  children — ten  daughters,  two  sons.     Died  Feb.  1861. 

3.  Bryan  Connor,  lived  near  Albany,  N.  Y. 

4.  Owen,  lived  at  Peterboro.  Xine  children.  Gibbon  and  John, 
of  New  York  city,  were  his  sons. 

5.  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  "  Aunt  Betsey."  Was  born  Jan.  20,  1791. 
Lived  at  Peterboro  since  April,  isll.     Died  Feb.  11,  1880. 

6.  Catharine  Gibson.  Was  bcirn  at  Morrisania,  N.  Y.,  May  10, 
1793.  United  in  marriage  to  William  Smith,  of  Litchfield,  X,  Y., 
Sept.  20,1824.  Died  June  10,  1858,  at  Bedford,  Ohio.  Left  f.)iir 
children.     (See  "William  Smith.") 

7.  John.  Lived  mostly  at  tlu'  S.. nth— was  in  the  Florida  war, 
and  little  ever  after  lieanl  of  liini.      He  was  a  good  writer. 

8.  Margaret  Graham.  Married  Matthias  MeChesney,  April  1:5, 
1825.     Jno.  MeChesney  was  lier  son.     She  died  in  Xew  York  eity. 

Matthias  M.  Smith  writes  of  the  visits  he  made  when  a  boy,  to 
grandfather  and  grandmother  Kelty,  at  Peterboro,  and  after  their 
deaths,  to  Aunt  Betsey.  "  My  grandfather  left  his  native  city,  Cork, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  at  seventeen  years  of  age;  he  enlisted 
and  served  five  years  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  I  have  heard  my 
mother  say  that  he  was  a  good  soldier,  and  being  trusty,  saved  his  life 
on  two  occasions,  by  his  being  sent  with  despatches,  and  the  men  who 
took  his  place  were  killed — one  on  picket  duty,  and  the  other  in  a 
liloek-hons(>.      Grandthther  was  res(>rve!l  and  shy  in  manner,  but  vei'v 


full  of  (|n;iint  lininor  and  kindness.  (Irandniother  was  Margaret  Con- 
nor, daughter  of  Br3'an  and  Jane  Connor,  of  New  Jersey.  She  was 
full  of  energy  and  spirit,  but  kind-hearted  withal.  I  remember  a 
story  of  her  rescuing  a  wife  from  the  abuse  of  her  husband,  and  oblig- 
ing him  to  flee  to  the  loft." 

OBITUARY. 

John  Kelty  died  at  Peterboro,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  5, 1S33,  in  the  S3d  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  l)(.in  at  Cmk,  Ireland.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  emigrated  to 
tins  ,  uuiitrv.  and  tur  live  Years  was  a  soldier  <,f  the  Revolution.  He  win- 
tered Willi  the  army  at  \alley  Furge,  and  e.xperienced  terrible  suffering.  He 
was  distinguished  for  his  faith  in  Cod,  and  siwh  nf  his  aequaintances  as  ap- 
preciate the  Christian  religion  will  n(]t  soon  ('•v^n  tin  lovely  exhibition  of 
its  power  in  the  life  of  this  good  old  man.  i  hr  ,11, 1  dI  tlie  upright  is  peace, 
and  such  was  the  end  of  our  much  loved  fneiul,   bilm  Kelty. 

GERRIT  SMITH. 

Mrs.  Eobbins  writes  al)out  her  grandfather,  John  Kelty,  as  fol- 
lows:— "  He  must  have  been  a  man  of  some  strength  of  character.  I 
remember  my  mother  telling  that,  when  he  was  first  married,  he  was 
rather  inclined  to  be  wild,  and  was  sometimes  tempted  to  indulge  to 
excess  in  the  social  glass.  It  was  a  great  grief  to  grandmother,  and 
her  family,  who  were  all  strict  Presbyterians.  After  grandfather  was 
converted,  he  placed  a  bottle  of  spirits  on  a  shelf  in  their  bed-room, 
and  called  grandmother,  and  on  his  knees  promised  before  God  and 
her,  to  never  touch  it  again,  and  he  never  did.  He  would  never  take 
commimion  wine;  but  after  partaking  of  the  bread,  would  walk  out 
of  church.  Grandfather  was  Superintendent  of  quarries  owned  by 
Gouverneur  Morris,  at  High  Bridge,  near  New  York  city.  He  was  a 
tino  stone-cutter.  He  married  grandmother  in  New  Jersey.  She  was 
not  an  ordinary  woman.  Gerrit  Smith  used  to  call  her  the  'old 
princess.'  My  mother  said  that,  in  old  times  Ireland  was  divided 
int..  petty  kinuilmiis, and  their  rulers  were  called  kings.  Grandnioth- 
ci-s  aiHcsiors  wiTc  rulers  of  the  kingdom  of  Connaught,  and  gi'aml- 
iiKitlier  always  elaiined  to  be  of  royal  blood.  Probably  the  kingdom 
of  Connaught  was  about  as  inqiortant  as  that  over  which  the  father  of 


tlK'  "  Princess  of  Thole  "  reigned.  Mother  and  Aunt  Betty  used  to 
tell  many  stories  of  her,  hut  I  do  not  remember  them  well  enough  to 
repeat  them.  She  had  remarkable  power  to  see  into  people  and  their 
motives.  She  was  experienced  in  sickness  and  was  often  called  upon 
in  the  neighborhood." 

OBITUARY. 
Died  at  the  residence  of  her  son-in  law,  David  Gray,  near  Utica,  June 
5,  1838,  Margaret  Kelty,  aged  75  years.  Mrs.  Kelty  was  emphatically  a 
Christian.  The  faith  that  adorned  the  life  of  her  departed  husband  was  her 
faith.  That  she  connected  with  it  works  of  charity  and  self-denial  will  long 
be  remembered  by  the  many  to  whose  nc<  cssitits  111  su  kiicss  and  |iii\crty,  she 
so  fully  ministered.  The  relatives  of  Mrs.  K.  arc  ivit  tin:  Mnh-  •■m-^  111  Mar- 
row by  her  death.  The  inhabitants  of  I'd.  rl„,i-,,,  whcr.-  sIil-  'siiciit  imi.  li  of 
her  life,  all  regard  her  with  filial  affection,  and  fed  that  ihcy  arc  bereaved  uf 
a  mother. 

GERRIT  SMITH. 
Mis.  Robbins'  reminiscences  continue  as  follows:  "When  the 
family  lived  at  High  iiridgc,  the  residences  were  mostly  tho.se 
nf  the  :irisf(K  racy  of  Xew  York  city.  There  was  also  a  young 
ladies' school,  where  the  children  of  wealthy  parents  were  s.'ut.  Of 
grandfather's  family  the  girls  were  interesting  and  smart,  1  should 
think,  by  the  attention  tbey  received.  The  principal  of  the 
school,  .Mrs.  l^ockwood,  made  the  acquaintance  of  mother  and  Aunt 
Betty,  and  lieconiing  much  interested  in  Aunt  Betty,  grandtlither  sent 
her  to  the  school.  Then  Mrs  Lockwood  told  grandmother  that  if  she 
wonhl  let  my  mother  attend,  slic  might  c(,me  without  expense  to 
grandfather.  '  They  were  the  only  children  in  the  s,-1i,m,I  that  had  not 
wealthy  parents.  The  carriages  would  roll  up  for  the  dainty  cliildren, 
and  tlicy  would  trudge  oft"  on  foot.  It  was  here  that  Aunt  Hetty 
formed  I  lie  friendship  of  Mary  Kemble.  Her  mother  was  a  French 
lady,  and  her  father  an  American  gentleman.  She  was  an  only  child, 
and  finally  leaving  school,  a  governess  was  employed  to  teach  her 
at  home.  She  was  so  fond  of  Aunt  Betty  that  they  invited  her  to 
tiieir  liome.  and  in  clo.se  compaiuonshiii  the  girls  studied  together.     It 


was  thc'iv  Aunt  Betty  iiiaile  the  silk  ([iiilt,  that  is  in  niy  possession. 
Aiiiitlier  sister,  Auut  Jane  (Gray),  was  engaged  when  young,  to  John 
Srliultze,  a  nephew  of  Commodore  Morris  He  went  to  sea  as  clerk 
for  liis  uncle .  One  day,  he  said  to  his  uncle  that  he  wanted  to  make 
his  will — that  he  had  a  feeling  that  he  should  not  live  long  He  left 
e\eiything  to  \\\nt  Tme      Just  it  evening  he  was  passing  i  gun  that 
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Frothin^^ham    in  the  lite  of    Mr   Smith     1 
and  Mrs   Smith  in  the  rain   at  ten  oclod 
tions  for,  and  the  arrival  of   "  delegates 
writes  as  follows  : — "  At  about  ten  o'clock 
were  roused,  and  were  set  to  making  activi 
ment  of  an  indefinite  number  of   guests, 
bread,  ijnnding  coffee,  paring  apples,  baking 
saries    c.t    hospitality.       At  about  th; 

kitchen  witli  pen,  ink  and  paper,  asked  for  a  stand,  an  extra  candle,  and 
poured  his  hot  soul  into  the  resolutions  to  be  presented,  and  the  speech  that 
w.is  to  sii|iport  them.  In  the  morning  the  guests  straggled  in.  About 
thirty  arrived  in  time  for  breakfast.  They  were  in  a  sorry  plight  from  the 
nuid  and  rain,  the  hard  journey,  and  the  persecutions  of  the  enemy,  who 
pursued  tlieni  as  far  as  they  could.  The  younger  men  turned  the  matter 
into  sport,  but  the  elders  found  the  e.xperience  a    hard  one.       The  day  was 
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beautiful  ;  the  convention  was  well  attended  by  three  or  four  hundred  dele- 
gates; Gerrit  Smith  entertained  seventy  at  dinner,  a  hundred  or  more  at  tea, 
and  with  the  help  of  sofas,  lounges,  and  softened  boards  gave  rest  at  night 
to  some  forty  tired  bodies."  "Aunt  Betsey"  in  addition,  described  the 
arousing  of  the  butcher,  the  heating  of  the  brick  ovens,  &c. 

••  Christmas  day,  1S74,  was  spent  by  Gerrit  Smith  at  his  nephew's  in  New 
Vorlc  city,  with  cheerful  sociability.  Before  retiring  Mr.  Smith  dictated  four 
letters — the  first  was  to  "  Aunt  Betty,"  charging  her  not  to  neglect  his  poor 
in  the  village,  to  see  that  the  children  of  the  orphan  a-\  lum  had  their  holiday 
supplies,  and  that  papers  were  sent  to  the  free  re.iiliii;.;-!-. "  mi,  uhirh  he  main- 
tained. The  next  morning,  while  dressing,  he  was  pn  istraird.  and  lived  but 
fifty-three  hours."  Mr.  Frothingham  writes  of  the  funeral  at  the  Peterboro 
home.  "Old 'Aunt  Betsey  '  the  early  protege,  the  confidential  inmate  and 
trusted  friend,  now  past  eighty,  stood,  in  complacent  sorrow  by  the  coffin, 
her  sense  of  bereavement  being  chastened  by  the  universal  respect  mani- 
fested by  all  classes." 

The  widow  of  the  late  Hon.  Gerrit  "-Mil itl I  \Ii-  \nii  1  ui.iU  simtli  dit-d 
at  Peterboro,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1875.  1  li.  mi  \  |m,.,s  ,i  tli.  inn  i  1  itnl 
interesting  incidents  of  Mrs.  Smith's  hit,  (Kaili  and  iinuial.  h  was  men- 
tioned that,  at  the  funeral,  "Remarks  wcic  made  !>>  .Miss  K  H  Kclty, 
better  known  in  Peterboro  as  'Aunt  Betsey,'  a  venerable  and  dignified  lady 
of  eighty-four  years,  who  has  been  a  large  part  of  her  life  a  member  of  Mr. 
Smith's  family  circle,  as  well  as  an  intimate  and  trusted  frirnd,  ami  the  almo- 
ner in  part,  in  later  years,  of  their  bnuni\     lUf  n.,    iIk    | \\u     x  11  ui 

Miss  Kelty  spoke  in  a  quiet  and  subdm  >    "I 

the  large  audience  enabled   her  to   b<  lU. 

share  of  the  people.         She  spoke  in  h  i  li  1^   ml    ii'   ^'i    .,         n-    1  i"  m- 

tiful  and  loving  nature  of  the  deceased,  her  uni\erial  knuhi'  ss  ami  li.  n-  m- 
lence,  her  serene  faith  in  God,  under  whatever  trials  and  amidst  thi  ^n  iti  st 
bodily  anguish,  and  e.xhorted  all  present  to  live  the  life  nt  tht  ii^litums,  ihat 
they  might  die  their  death.  She  alluded  to  a  remark  made  by  Gen  it  bmith 
on  reading  the  account  of  the  funeral  of  Rev.  S.  J.  May,  of  Syracuse,  that 
had  Mr.  May  been  consulted  in  regard  to  the  exercises,  he  would  have 
wished  that  along  with  the  voices  of  men,  a  woman's  voice  might  also  be 
heard,  and  said  that  had  circumstances  favored  she  would  ha\  e  been  Ljlad  to 
have  said  a  few  words  at  Mr.  Smith's  funeral,  and  was  ^lad  to  spiak  at  that 
of  Mrs.  Smith.  The  remarks  of  '  .\unt  Betsey 'wt  re  heantitiill\  appropriate, 
couched  in  well  chosen  words,  and  were  greatly  apprc(  i.itetl  by  the  audiem  e 
as  well  as  the  many  relatives  present." 

"  Aunt  Betsey  "  died  Feb.  11,  1880,  aged  89  years,  21  days.  At 
lier  funeral  were  gathered  her  neighbors,  and  the  descendants  <>f  Gerrit 
Sniitli  livinir  at   Peterboro;  and  from   Xew  York  eitv,  her  neiihews, 


GililMMi  and  John  KAty ;  tVoni  Dcortieia,  X.  Y.,  David  Gray  and  fam- 
ily, and  from  Syracuse,  W.  H.  H.  Smith. 

She  was  a  gifted  epistolary  writer,  and  her  letters  have  a  family 
rrimtation  for  graphic  accounts  of  passing  events.  She  not  unfre- 
i|U(ut!y  expressed  her  thoughts  in  unpretentious  verse,  and  Sept.  2.3d, 
ISijt;,  she  wrote  the  following  verses  to  commemorate  a  wedding  anni- 
versar}-,  occurring  during  a  visit  made  by  her  to  friends  residing  at 
Syracuse : 

"AUNT  BETSEV"  TO  WILLIAM  AND  MARGARET. 

Sweet  smiling  sun,  we're  glad  to  greet  you, 
Since  darksome  days,  we're  fain  to  meet  you. 
You  are  glistening  on  the  dripping  boughs. 
Sweet  messenger  of  light  and  love. 

But  what  to  me  has  been  the  .storm. 
With  loving  hearts  so  kind  and  warm, 
The  days  have  passed,  and  evenings  too, 
In  sweet  converse,  with  friends  so  true. 

They  tell  me  twenty  years  have  past, 
Since  they,  in  holy  wedlock  clasp'd. 
Have  kept  their  journey  hand  in  hand, 
With  faces  toward  '  The  better  land.' 

Their  //vfs  seem  bless'd  with  common  sense. 
Reason  and  virtue  without  pretense — 
Of  /i/f  ,  still  may  they  make  the  most, 
And  of  days  and  hours  let  none  be  lost. 

And  sweetly  when  life's  scenes  are  o'er, 
And  they  shall  stand  upon  the  Shore, 
Glorious  and  blessed,  may  it  be 
In  hope,  of  immortality. 


MARY  SMITH. 

Mary,  youngest  child  of  Richard  and  Mary  Brush  Smith,  died  at 
Utica,  New  York,  in  the  year  1864,  aged  92  years. 

Her  grandchildren,  and  the  children  of  her  brother  William,  speak 
of  "  Aunt  Gird  "  as  a  very  remarkable  woman — possessing  a  strong 
mind,  and  wonderful  memory  for  events,  and  political  changes,  during 
a  life  embracing  many  eventful  years  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
Mrs.  Anna  Robbins  writes  of  her  as  follows : — " '  Aunt  Gird,'  (tlie 
name  by  which  she  was  known  after  her  second  marriage,)  always 
t(x:)k  and  read  the  I^ew  York  Spectator.  An  old  lady  who  knew  her 
well,  speaks  of  her  as  a  wonderful — -a  model  woman — of  her  intellect, 
and  of  her  unfailing  cheerfulness  under  all  circiunstanoes." 

She  married,  tirst,  Joseph  Crane,  of  IS'ew  ^'nrk  <'ity,  who,  going  to 
sea,  was  never  heard  from.  Of  her  two  chikh-cn,  her  son  Joseph  was 
lost  at  sea,  or  on  tlie  Mississippi  river.  Her  daughter,  Amanda  M., 
married  Lt.  William  Mervine,  of  the  IT.  S.  Navy. 


AMAXDA  MARIA   OR  AXE. 
Grandilanghter  of  Richard  and  Mary  Brush  Smith,  and  daughter 
of  Mary  Smith  and  Joseph  Crane,  was  married  in  1815,  when  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  to  Lt.  William  Mervine,  IT.  S.  Navy.     She  died  May, 
187-t,  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  aged  76  years. 

Lt.  Mervine's  family  were  Philadelphians.  He  had  two  sisters  and  four 
brothers.  A  widowed  sister,  Mrs.  Hunter,  is  living  in  that  cit)^  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Green.  The  records  of  the  Mervine  familv  are  in  possession 
of  a  Philadelphia  branch. 

OBITUARY. 
"Rear  Admiral  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  was  born  near  Philadelphia,  March 
14,  lygt.  He  died  Sept.  15,  1868.  He  entered  the  navy  in  January,  i8og, 
and  had  been  in  the  service  nearly  sixty  years,  twenty-five  years  at  sea  and 
four  years  on  shore  on  other  duty,  and  twenty-eight  years  unemployed.  He 
was  on  duty  on  board  the  sloop-of-war  John  Adams  when  the  war  of    1812 


broke  out,  and,  with  other  young  officers,  volunteered  to  join  in  tlic  hostililies 
on  Lake  Erie.  In  an  engagement  with  the  British  at  ]!l,i<  1  I;.  -  !  .  •n  the 
Niagara  river,  he  was  severely  wounded  by  a  musket  ball  in  i  -'  i- 

Cooper's  Naval  History,  pages  338-341.)  Before  the  closi' ni  .  ,:  ;,.  Aa> 
stationed  at  Sackett's  Harbor.  Mr.  Mervine  was  marrieil  i"  Mi-  \i;  'ii.Ki 
M.  Crane,  .  .t  New  York,  in  1815,  who  survives  him.  From  this  period  until 
the  niilliii(,itiiin  troubles  in  1832  he  made  cruises  in  the  Mediterranean  sea 
and  nil  tlic  Kiast  of  South  America  in  the  Atlantic,  and  also  one  cruise  ui  the 
(juli  of  Me.\.ico,  after  pirates.  He  went  out  as  Lieutenant  in  the  guard-ship 
sloop-of-war  Cyane  with  the  first  colony  sent  out  to  Liberia.  Here  he  suf- 
fered a  severe  attack  of  yellow  fever. 

hi  1832  he  took  his  first  command  and  went  to  Charleston   Harbor  to 
In,,k  aft.i  ilr.   M    ,  ~s,M,,si.  an.l  nulhfiers,  in  thes,  1,.  .     .     1\,m    m,,,  nt      Dur- 


1  I  lit  I  nanean  Squadron,  with  the  steam-trigate  Pow- 
lu  h,  liowever,  he  did  not  reach,  being  recalled  to 

xd  to  fit   out  the   frigate   Independence   (40)   and 

I  taki  command  as  flag-officer  ot  that  scjuadion  He 
tai  trom  New  York  and  cruised  thiK  tlmi  \i  us. 
ot  iIr  rebellion,  he  was  ordered  to  tal..  i  >  iinnainl 
.ILiadion,  and  sailed  from  Boston  m  tlie  .Missi.ssippi 
)laniii  i\  the  attack  which  was  so  heroically  carried 

JLnp.is  l/,/i,'(i'c/«t',  Nov..  '66,  pp.  705,  706.)  He 
tlu  saiiu  \ear.  He  was  a  brave  officer,  with  an  . 
Ill  ^  I  spotless  integrity.  Admiral  Mervine  was  a 
'  il  oi  a  high  sense  of  honor,  punctual  and  exact  in 
nth  s  He  was  in  his  78th  year  at  the  time  of  his 
■od  old  age,  having  faithfully  served  his  generation 
)art  m  the  most  stirring  events  of  the  last  fifty  years. 

II  be  ever  remembered." — Utica  paper. 


Tlie  chikli-cii  of  William  luul  Amanda  M.  Mervine  are  :-^ 

1.  William  C,  married  first,  Martha  Sawyer. 

2.  Charles  Iluuter,  married  Helen  McDonald,  of  Illinois,  Septem- 
ber, 1851.     One  daughter,  living  at  East  Saginaw,  Mich. 

.3.  Emily  M.,  married  Leander  M.  Drury,  Jan  29, 1848. 
4.  Henry  Gird,  married  Eliza  Fairman,  Dec.  2,  1850. 
Their  children  are : — 

Emily  Drury,  born  Oct.  8,  1851,  at  Medina,  N.  Y.  Died  at  Kane,  111., 
March  i,  1H54. 

.\Hce,  born  Dec.  14,  1853,  at  Kane,  III. 

William,  born  Dec.  31,  1855,  at  Medina. 

Mary  Amanda,  born  Jan.  15,  1858,  at  Medina.  Died  April  22,  1S61,  at 
Medina. 

Richard  Fairman,  born  Jan.  24,  1859,  at  Medina. 

Henry  G.  Mervine  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  17th  X.  Y.  ludc- 
pondcut  r.attery,  L.  A.,  August  18,  1862,  and  served  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  The  Battery  was  attached  to  the  18th,  subsequently  consol- 
idated with  the  24th  corps.  Army  of  the  James. 

We  nvv  permitted  to  make  use  of  the  letter  following: 

Mentor,  Ohio,  December  28,    iSSn. 
Mv   Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  the  21st  inst.  came  duly  to  hand  and  was 
read  with  pleasure.  I  have  a  very  vivid  recollection  of  you  as  the  teacher 
in  the  district  srhnnl  at  Orange,  about  .40  years  aoo. 

You  hrou.ulit  niti'  that  ]iiniH-u-  sfttlciii.i-a  iii(w-(  m|"  the  ideas  and  manners 
of  metropolitan  life  than  anyiif  MHir  |ii.  ,i,  <  .-,sMr^  had  done,  and  made  a 
lastino-  imprc-sshin  U|)(Ui  the  y. .1,111;  iicnplr  ,,|  that  .  .  aiimunity. 

Accept  my  thanks  fur  your  euugralulatiuu.s  and  for  the  very  pleasant 
memories  which  your  letter  awakens.  I  hope  sometime  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you.  Very  truly   yours, 

J.  A.  GARFIELD. 
Henry  G.  Mervine,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Eliza  Fairman,  wife  of  Henry  G.  Mervine,  was  born  Dee.  11,  1S25, 
at  Otsego,  N.  Y.      She  belongs  to  the  "  Morse  "  family,  and  the  "  Me- 
morial of  the  Mor.ses"  contains  a  history  of  seven  persons  of  the  name 


who  settled  in  America  in  the  17th  century,  with  a  catalogue  of  10,000 
names  of  theii- descendants.  Prof.  Samuel  Fiiilcv  Morse,  born  1791, 
inventor  of  the  magnetic  telegraph,  belou.;-,  tn  tlii<  family. 

5.  Mary  A.,  youngest  daughter  of  ( "apt.  ^\'m.  Mervine  and  Aman- 
da M.  Merviue,  married  in  1856,  — — ■  Sturgis,  of  Buffalo,  IST.  Y.  She 
died  March,  1859.  Left  two  sons.  Mr.  Sturgis  belonged  to  a  worthy 
family  living  at  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

•  :.  C'assarinus  B.,  unmarried.  Died  at  City  Point  Hospital,  Au- 
gust 17,  1864. 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  with  the  5th  corps,  pays  the 
following  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Capt.  Cassarinus  B.  Mervine. 
"The  painful  intelligence  reached  us  to-day  of  the  death  at  City  Point  Hos- 
pital of  Captain  Mervine,  late  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  First  Division. 
He  had  been  sick  several  days,  but  until  a  few  hours  before  his  death  his 
symptoms  were  in  no  way  alarming.  A  more  widely  known,  popular  and 
efficient  officer  was  not  in  the  corps  than  Capt.  Mervine.  He  came  out  as 
Adjutant  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  took  active  and  gal- 
lant part  in  nearly  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
has  filled  the  position  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  the  First  division  for 
nearly  two  years.  A  young  man,  not  yet  thirty,  tried  and  capable,  a  brilliant 
future  lay  before  him  had  he  lived.       He  was  the  son  of  Commodore  Mer- 

A  private  letter  written  to  Dr.  Fowler,  of  Utica,  says  : — 

"  Ne.ar  Petersburg,  August  19,  1864. 

"Tell  the  family  that  no  one  could  be  more  regretted  here  than  Mervine 
is.  His  record  during  the  war  is  one  that  any  may  envy,  and  in  his  official 
capacity  as  well  as  socially,  he  had  mide  warm  friends  thrniie-lwit  t!v'  <!'vi^- 
ion.  Every  officer  who  was  thrown  in  contact  with  him,  an  1  :'i  •  :,  -rs 
the  majority  in  the  command,  regarded  him  with  the  kindr~'.  I  le 

was  always  pleasant  and  accomodating  to  every  one,  and  \^-\\  ii\v  .m  the 
men  in  his  position  of  whom  that  can  be  said." 


MRS.  MARY  SMITH   GIRD. 

M IS.  Maiy  Smith  Crane  married,  second,  Mr.  Gird,  of  New  York 
eitv.  wild  died  there,  leaving  his  widow  with  four  children  hearing  his 
name,  Henry,  Richard,  John  and  Mary.  She  subsequently  removed 
with  her  six  children,  to  her  fatlKT's,  and  spent  many  years  at  Litch- 
field, N.  Y. 

Mr.  Gird  was  a  printer,  and  afterwards  edited  the  first  newspaper 
in  Alexandria  and  Washington,  D.  0.  It  is  related  of  him,  that  he 
once  returned,  from  his  home  across  the  river,  to  make  correction  of  a 
single  word  in  an  article  written  by  himself.     Their  children  were : 

1.  Henry,  graduated  from,  and  was  afterwards  Professor  at  West 
Point,  and  married  a  Miss  Kingsly  of  that  place.  He  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Louisiana,  and  was  for  some  years  president  of  a  college  in 
that  State.  Removing  to  Illinois,  he  died  upon  his  farm  there.  His 
children  were,  Anna,  born  at  Utica,  married  October,  1849,  George 
Walker,  of  that  city,  and  has  since  resided  there.  Five  children. 
E'i-'i,  married  Frank  Harris^-living  at  CJanandaigua,  X.  Y.  Four 
sons  and  tliive  daughters. 

2.  Richard,  master  of  a  mercliant  vessel.  rnmarried.  Died  at 
his  brother  Henry's,  in  Illinois. 

3.  John,  married  Laura  King,  and  is  still  living  at  his  old  home. 
at  Litchfield.  Farmer.  His  children,  Henry,  John,  Richard,  Mary  and 
Ellen,  live  in  California.  Mary  married  ;  Ellen  did  not.  lie  has  lost 
children.     His  wife  died  many  years  ago. 

4.  Mary,  the  youngest  daughter,  married  Catharinus  P.  IJueking- 
harn;  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  he  received  a  Lieutenant "s  connnis- 
sion  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  He  was  from  a  worthy  family  residing  at 
Zancsville,  Ohio.  He  removed  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio;  resigned  his 
position  in  the  army  ;  his  wife  died  after  three  or  four  years,  leaving 


two  ilaughters,  Mury  and  Eunice.  Mary  married  Mr.  Fenuer,  a  Xew 
York  merchant.     Eunice  married,  and  died  in  Florida. 

August,  1884,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Mervine  writes  as  follows: — "  I  can 
say  but  little  of  the  Cranes  and  G-irds.  The  heads  of  those  families 
were  men  of  prominence  and  usefulness." 

The  near  ancestors  of  the  family  of  Gird,  came  to  this  country  with 
good  store  of  property,  and  a  large  family  of  children,  and  settled  iu 
Virginia,  near  Alexandria.  Three  unmarried  daughters,  Eliza,  Emily 
and  Maria,  lived  many  years  in  Xew  York  city,  and  died  there. 


^"^IF*^ 


THE  FAMILY  OF 

"CRANE.' 

1st  Generation, 
land,  on  account  of 

John  Crane,  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Eng- 
political  disturbances  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

2nd  Generation 

Jonathan  Crane. 

3rd  Generation, 
ter  of  one  of  the  ea 

Joseph,  born  1698,  married  Mary  Conch,  daugh- 
liest  Governors  of  Connecticut.     Seven  children. 

4th  Generation. 
Thirteen  children. 

Joseph,  Jr.,  horn 

17-22,  nuirri 

lhI  Esther 

Belden. 

5th  Generation.     Joseph,    married 
Smith.")     Isaac,  married  Anna  Sears, 
of  Sears.") 

Mary    Smith.       (See 
Eight  children.    (See  " 

-  Mary 
Family 

6th  Generation.     Sarah,  daughter  ( > 
Hunter,  son  of  Isaac,  married  Maria  M 
lived   at   Crane's   Corners,  Litchtield, 
Amarilla  Moses,  Jan.  15, 1808. 

7th   Generation.      ISTine  children  o 

Mullen.      11 
Herkimer  ( 

Henry   an 

ried  Wm.  Plumb. 
enry,  son  of  Isaac, 
0.,  X.  Y.,  married 

1    Amarilla  Moses 

Crane. 

Acknowledgements  are  due  to   Mr.  Charles   .\rden 
tion)  for  the   above  data  relating  to  the  family.       See 
Familv  of  Crane,"  soon  to  be  published. 

Crane   (yth 
'■  Genealog 

genera- 
V  of  the 

^.^^ 

^.^ 

M 

"Go,  little  booke,  God  send  thee  good  passage, 
And  specially  let  this  be  thy  prayere 
Unto  them  all  that  thee  will  read  or  hear, 
Where  thou  art  wrong,  after  their  help  to  call. 
Thee  to  correct  in  any  part  or  all." 

—  Chaucer. 
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